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The SAC seemed to scramble to respond, and the bank’s announcement
raised concerns about the ability of humanitarian responders to

meet local needs.



IN FOCUS

Bangladesh Bank Freezes 1.1 Million USD in SAC Funds

n 17 August, Bangladesh’s state-run Sonali Bank reportedly restricted accounts — said to be holding around
O 1.1 million USD — owned by Myanmar state-run banks that are now under State Administration Council (SAC)

control. The Sonali Bank CEO said that the US Embassy in Bangladesh had urged the bank in June to comply with
US sanctions against the Myanmar Foreign Trade Bank (MFTB) and Myanmar Commercial and Investment Bank (MICB).
The Sonali Bank CEO told the media that the bank had already rejected SAC requests to withdraw the money and
would not unfreeze those accounts as long as the sanctions against the MFTB and MICB are in place. At a meeting with
businessmen in Naypyitaw on 19 August, the chair of the Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM), which is also now
SAC-controlled, said that the CBM would “retaliate” against Bangladesh — without describing how it would do so.

On 21 June, the US Treasury Department announced that it had imposed new sanctions on the SAC Ministry of Defense
and on the MFTB and MICB, which it said help to facilitate currency exchanges and foreign financial flow for Myanmar
and thereby enable the SAC to purchase arms and military equipment abroad. On 4 August, the US government warned that
it would take action against entities that continued to do business with the MFTB and MICB. Five days later, on 9 August,
Singapore’s United Overseas Bank (UOB) — widely considered the offshore bank of choice for Myanmar generals and cronies
— told Myanmar banks that it would restrict all incoming and outgoing payments to and from Myanmar bank accounts as
of 1 September. This week, Bangladesh appeared to become the second Asian country to act on the US government’s
warnings about the MFTB and MICB. Trusted sources have told this analytical unit that the US will also apply pressure
to Thailand to comply with the banking sanctions, suggesting that it may be next.

Breaking the bank

The recent bank restrictions have increased public concerns about devaluation of the Myanmar Kyat. This, along with the
SAC announcing this month that it would print new 20,000 Myanmar Kyat banknotes, has caused rising exchange rates,
skyrocketing prices of imported materials, and shortages of food and commodities in some areas. A housewife in Yangon’s
Hlaing Tharyar Township said,

"Rice and o0il are so expensive; those prices increased by one third within two months. Prices for vegetables and onions both
increased. Each bag of rice cost 80,000 Myanmar Kyat in Fuly. It increased by 40,000 Myanmar Kyat, so I now have to pay
120,000 Myanmar Kyat. The price of Thai shrimp was 9,500 Myanmar Kyat per viss. It is now worth 12,000 Myanmar Kyat.”

The devaluation of the Myanmar Kyat may precipitate a sharp rise in the need for humanitarian assistance beyond
communities affected by conflicts and crises, especially among the urban poor.

Green alert

As prices rise in Myanmar, Bangladesh’s restrictions, and restrictions from Singapore’s banking sector last week,
have undermined the stability of the SAC’s foreign trade, shaken export-import businesses, and led to a significant rise in
the informal exchange rate, with 1 USD buying nearly 4,000 Myanmar Kyat on 18 August (from around 2,900 Myanmar Kyat
to the dollar in mid-July). In response to dollar shortages caused by international sanctions, SAC leaders have asked the
Bureau of Special Investigation to lead a "task force" to address rising gold and dollar prices and “take appropriate action”.
As a temporary fix, the SAC permitted domestic businesses and banks to conduct business in Thai Baht. However,
on 20 August, the SAC announced that it would take legal action against anyone found holding foreign currency for more than
six months without authorisation, under Myanmar’s Foreign Exchange Management Law (which allows any individual
to keep foreign currency not exceeding 10,000 USD in value for six months).


https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/08/17/372782.html
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/bengali/bank-freezes-us-sanctioned-myanmar-bank-accounts-08162023112409.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=651679187059691&set=a.568142278746716
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1555
https://burmese.voanews.com/a/us-sanctions-on-myanmar-banks-and-businesses/7212840.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Key-Singapore-bank-UOB-moves-to-cut-off-Myanmar
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/08/15/372681.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=685020590337798&set=a.600722605434264
https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/651704163723860
https://www.bbc.com/burmese/articles/cv2dg282518o
https://myanmar.gov.mm/news-media/news/-/asset_publisher/9ZewUq5mfR5F/content/%25E1%2580%2594%25E1%2580%25AD%25E1%2580%25AF%25E1%2580%2584%25E1%2580%25BA%25E1%2580%2584%25E1%2580%25B6%25E1%2580%2581%25E1%2580%25BC%25E1%2580%25AC%25E1%2580%25B8%25E1%2580%259E%25E1%2580%25AF%25E1%2580%25B6%25E1%2580%25B8%25E1%2580%2584%25E1%25-4?_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_9ZewUq5mfR5F_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fmyanmar.gov.mm%2Fnews-media%2Fnews%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_9ZewUq5mfR5F%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_9ZewUq5mfR5F_cur%3D0%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_9ZewUq5mfR5F_assetEntryId%3D199321347
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Collateral suffering

Sanctions are very likely to have a widespread impact on Myanmar’s economy that are likely to hit not only SAC institutions
but reach local communities throughout the country. Following UOB’s announcement, Shwe Bine Phyu — a fuel import
company with a majority of shares owned by SAC generals and their family members — announced that it had been liquidated
under Myanmar’s Insolvency Law (2020). Petroleum oil imports from Singapore to Myanmar totalled around 4.01 billion USD
in 2022. While the SAC may attempt to import more fuel from other nearby countries, shortages could hit both industry and
local fuel consumption. The cost of other essential imported commodities may also rise, including fertiliser, construction
materials, medicine, and electronic devices. On 17 August, Myanmar media reported that the majority of pharmacy
companies had temporarily halted their wholesale purchases due to a significant increase in the exchange rate.
Domestic goods will also likely rise in price, and the cost or lack of availability of rice, other foodstuffs, and more could
prove a substantial obstacle to humanitarian response. In July, a senior officer from a humanitarian agency reported to
this analytical unit that a high fluctuation in exchange rates could impact existing program activities by requiring local
organisations to frequently revise their budgets, which some donors do not allow them to do. If inflation does increase,
this could significantly impact humanitarian aid by increasing the costs of goods and services necessary to provide
assistance to those in need; if the prices of basic necessities like food and medicine skyrocket due to inflation,
local responders could face difficulties procuring them. Given the already existing discrepancy between humanitarian
needs in Myanmar and funding available to meet these needs — with over 80 per cent of funding needs unmet for 2023 —
the threat of further cost fluctuations highlights the need for contingency planning.

Guidance Note

Hundi Networks: Mitigating Risks of Informal Value Transfer Systems in Myanmar

This guidance note, published on 21 August, considers the realities of working with informal value transfer systems in Myanmar.
It is designed to provide international humanitarian responders, along with donors and local partners, guidance on the risks involved
in such systems and how to mitigate those risks. The guidance note was precipitated by the Bank of Singapore’s announcement
that it would reduce its role in facilitating transfers between banks in and outside of Myanmar, which has spurred a greater number of
actors to consider alternative ways of delivering value into Myanmar. However, informal value transfer systems have long been used
in Myanmar, and their use has only grown since the 1 February 2021 coup and the State Administration Council’'s continued
crackdown on civil society (and Myanmar banks). As the viahility of transfers into Myanmar through the country’s formal banking system
—already fraught for local partners — grows more difficult, this guidance note may be useful to people and organisations able to
increase their usage of informal value transfer systems.

Toread the guidance note, please see Hundi Networks: Mitigating Risks of Informal Value Transfer Systems in Myanmar.



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=701274422045224&set=a.659868382852495
https://tradingeconomics.com/myanmar/imports/singapore/oil-not-crude-petrol-bitumen-mineral#:~:text=from Bituminous Minerals-,Myanmar Imports from Singapore of Petroleum Oils%2C Oils Obtained from,COMTRADE database on international trade.
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/08/17/372757.html
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1132/summary
https://cass-mm.org/guidance-note-hundi-networks-mitigating-risks-of-informal-value-transfer-systems-in-myanmar/
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Three Months After Mocha,
Humanitarian Needs Remain

(and to local media) that IDPs and other commu-

nities affected by severe weather events in
northern and central Rakhine State still urgently
needed humanitarian assistance. It has been three
months since Cyclone Mocha hit Rakhine State, and
weeks since flooding early this month that, according to
the United League of Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA),
killed six people, flooded 390 villages, and destroyed
70,537 acres of agricultural farmlands in Buthidaung,
Rathedaung, Ponnagyun, Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U, Minbya,
and Taungup Townships.

T his week, sources reported to this analytical unit

On 20 August, local media reported that
25 per cent of cyclone-affected
communities had not yet rebuilt their
shelters due to financial constraints and

a lack of support.

On 19 August, local media reported that IDPs from
several camps in Rathedaung, Ponnagyun, Kyauktaw, and
Mrauk-U Townships were in urgent need of food and
WASH supplies, mosquito nets, and shelter materials,
among other things. On 20 August, local media reported
that 25 per cent of cyclone-affected communities had not
yet rebuilt their shelters due to financial constraints
and a lack of support. Likewise, on 18 August, local
media reported that flooding-affected communities
had hardly received any help. An ethnic Mro activist
from Ponnagyun Township reported to this analytical
unit that some communities in his area had not yet
rebuilt their shelters or schools due to a lack of support
since the cyclone. On 20 August, an ethnic Khami woman
from Pauktaw Township told local media that she
had not yet rebuilt her house for the same reasons.
On 21 August, a resident at the Kyauk Ta Lone relocation
site (in Kyaukpyu Township) told this analytical unit
that camp residents need assistance, especially for
accessing safe water, despite an NGO working on
cleaning latrines and the environment at the site.

PRIMARY CONCERNS

The resident reported that people in the relocation site
already face challenges accessing enough safe water in
the rainy season and are concerned that they will face
greater challenges in the coming summer and winter
seasons. Residents from the areas most affected by
flooding — in Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U, and Minbya Townships
— reported to this analytical unit that they had
received food supplies, rice rations, and NFIs from
the State Administration Council (SAC), the ULA/AA,
and some local CSOs and parahita groups, but that this
was not enough.

Access still restricted

Humanitarian aid for communities affected by the
cyclone and the recent flooding has been stymied by the
SAC. On 17 August, a CSO leader told local media that
their CSO had needed to stop its humanitarian activities
in collaboration with UN agencies to provide relief to
cyclone-affected communities because its partners had
not yet received permission from the SAC. Local sources
told this analytical unit that while local CSOs and
parahita groups are still able to access and provide
humanitarian assistance to IDPs and other communi-
ties, they also face restrictions and risk being stopped
at SAC checkpoints when they attempt to carry aid,
including rice bags. Indeed, local parahita leaders from
Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U, and Rathedaung Townships
reported to this analytical unit that SAC forces do not
allow them to pass through checkpoints while carrying
humanitarian aid without permission from the Rakhine
SAC (RSAC) Minister of Security and Border Affairs.
They also said that the SAC’s increased security checks
and inspections on movement of people and aid groups
has limited the amount of humanitarian assistance that
can reach cyclone- and flooding-affected communities.

While local CSOs and parahita groups
are still able to access and provide
humanitarian assistance to IDPs and
other communities, they also face
restrictions and risk being stopped

at SAC checkpoints when they attempt

to carry aid.


https://t.me/ERRCA/729
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farakanprincess.media%2F17-8-2023-12%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0_ZL7cnRV3ScP72_JvBP8jfrxwsuFKfc7Nw8S0iyBcjGOhtjKA_nHoxew&h=AT0Bu1_6IRw3kSocqphHSu4EN92J0m3hPz9fvaNDzY8KVBebpyE3krZPnHtcCrx4koRQokb9tQU4FhCz-mqCogm_EfX7eWssHq2XQ4pUIZlXi_iMMoXC5J9YHMhKvf_ohi26pEIubuRU7EkGaCZSU6GlRg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farakanprincess.media%2F20-8-2023-3%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0l8jQGj2L7ve69psJYY8EU2V9lUzzCGvs7F_TJJ48QfBRij5ZyrREN-po&h=AT3XMZv-VhR9igX2rb1nDMXlw7jj37WlJDr5zfsRPF2TbHYeLfNhBBpDD7rwqeHF3AEWBPA2JC6zZN5M2nPFDTYwO1RGMOO7aZzKiubJpdiEHNQNquHiVVRLqo8tBVMSxKsYpejst_RjgbTMkTGWE-o2Bg
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02w1u1ZAs3jG8T2mh3KLEFt2NrzPPQ35teWSorZsZDjabGvpzNkGV9bEFWRcCBtHvdl&id=100072448908245&mibextid=qC1gEa&paipv=0&eav=AfbudffB0l3_Ud4b4wrcXxUvQdmUuADZFeVRWbt9F6Wav9uyeZXoomtspqEyOPPenI0&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/ArakanBayNewsMedia/posts/pfbid02cFwr4CCDKBwd36QRGc6bTETm8dWmThB5E3o1r9KZDgf8hGEqsruxVoRcu1xdjsc9l
https://www.facebook.com/ArakanBayNewsMedia/posts/pfbid032TQT3Seqx9gp1RNpDa9BZ4zxaQqEt2YprrVkFVcbnuAkHE1tA6sAfLV6936dUg8tl
https://www.facebook.com/bordernewsagency/posts/pfbid0YSMqpCjf5jsP2Tc9P5BWm53U4bGp8pPNZXsmtSgi6TLKERiYUcBekoGnbhJ1j86hl
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=683467757160157&set=a.643209801185953
https://www.facebook.com/bordernewsagency/posts/pfbid0YSMqpCjf5jsP2Tc9P5BWm53U4bGp8pPNZXsmtSgi6TLKERiYUcBekoGnbhJ1j86hl
https://www.facebook.com/westernnewsagency/posts/pfbid0VJXRSm6uMBkwmqQQF91BUP3CHMe7crTeB7Y3VX5BK5vJQFgua7qtS9e3YF7ejkDol
https://www.facebook.com/bordernewsagency/posts/pfbid0YSMqpCjf5jsP2Tc9P5BWm53U4bGp8pPNZXsmtSgi6TLKERiYUcBekoGnbhJ1j86hl
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Camp leaders from Nyaung Chaung IDP camp in
Kyauktaw Township and Sit Thaung IDP camp in
Mrauk-U Township reported to this analytical unit that
SAC restrictions, delays in issuing travel authorisations,
and checkpoint inspections have hurt IDPs’ ability to
bring rice from aid groups elsewhere and prevented
both local and international agencies from delivering
humanitarian assistance. One noted, however, that some
agencies have been able to transfer money electronically
(via Wave Money or K Pay) and through Hundi networks
as stop-gap alternatives. Local sources stressed that
remote cash assistance remains the most feasible means
of assisting communities.

Local media reported that, despite the
SAC allowing the UN official to travel in
Rakhine State and observe the conse-
quences of the cyclone, restrictions on
the provision of humanitarian assistance

to cyclone-affected people continue.

Can UN visit translate into access?

Amidst all this, a high-profile visit to the state was
notable but no guarantee of relief, in light of the SAC’s
ongoing restrictions. On 16 August, UN Under-Secretary
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator Martin Griffiths arrived in Rakhine State,
a day after meeting with SAC leader Min Aung Hlaing
to discuss humanitarian aid in Myanmar, including
cyclone Mocha rehabilitation. During the trip, he met
with RSAC personnel and the Shwe Zaydi Sayadaw
(a revered monk), and visited camps hosting Rakhine
and Rohingya people in Sittwe Township. On 18 August,
the monk told local media that during the meeting,
he had discussed and requested “effective assistance” for
rehabilitation. Also on 18 August, an RSAC spokesperson
told local media that the RSAC discussed topics with
the UN official including provision of humanitarian
assistance to cyclone-affected people, regional stability,
and the pilot repatriation of Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh. However, on 17 August, local media reported
that, despite the SAC allowing the UN official to travel in
Rakhine State and observe the consequences of the
cyclone, restrictions on the provision of humanitarian
assistance to cyclone-affected people continue.

PRIMARY CONCERNS

No Protection for Rohingya Amid
Reports of Rising Crime

n 17 August, five ethnic Rakhine youths report-
O edly beat and robhed a 25-year-old Rohingya man

from Thet Kay Pyin village who was heading to
work at a Rakhine house in downtown Sittwe, taking his
phone, money, and motorbike. The attack reportedly
took place in front of the Sittwe fire station and in the
presence of three State Administration Council (SAC)
traffic police. This is not an uncommon occurrence for
Rohingya people. According to a witness who spoke to
this analytical unit, on 8 June a group of Rakhine youths
beat and stole 250,000 Myanmar Kyat (around 120 USD)
from a Rohingya man in Sittwe's Ywa Gyi Taung ward as
he was travelling to repay a Rakhine person from whom
he had bought materials to rebuild after Cyclone Mocha.
Another Sittwe resident told this analytical unit that in
the first week of June, a group of Rakhine youths on
motorbikes stole a motorbike from a group of six
Rohingya teenagers visiting the seaside Sittwe Point.
When the victims reported the robbery to the traffic
police, the resident said, the police extorted 100,000
Myanmar Kyat (around 47 USD) from them instead of
addressing the theft. Rohingya people told this
analytical unit that they are concerned about going to
downtown Sittwe by motorbike to work or access
markets due to the lack of protection.

The reported rise in crime has not only been noticed by
Rohingya residents, although the lack of protection from
police likely makes Rohingya people more vulnerable to
it. On 20 August, local media reported that ethnic Rakhine
locals are increasingly concerned after a surge in theft
and violent crime — citing the robbery of a house in
broad daylight and the discovery of unidentified corpses
in downtown Sittwe. The report alleged that women
are particularly vulnerable and are concerned about
travelling to town due to the lack of security.

When the victims reported the robbery

to the traffic police, the resident said,

the police extorted 100,000 Myanmar Kyat
(around 47 USD) from them instead of
addressing the theft.


https://www.facebook.com/westernnewsagency/posts/pfbid0VJXRSm6uMBkwmqQQF91BUP3CHMe7crTeB7Y3VX5BK5vJQFgua7qtS9e3YF7ejkDol
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-humanitarian-chief-appeals-myanmar-generals-greater-aid-access-2023-08-18/
https://www.facebook.com/dmgnewsagency/posts/pfbid0xaNMcqmZfVzWTuvQgvtFy6CiG6WFK55XwyuLesc1gJNBhbfdkdbUgjNKGQAbxQgl
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=683467757160157&set=a.643209801185953
https://www.facebook.com/westernnewsagency/posts/pfbid0VJXRSm6uMBkwmqQQF91BUP3CHMe7crTeB7Y3VX5BK5vJQFgua7qtS9e3YF7ejkDol
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02bfDaKkBt6CHqYWATW7hFQi26v3e9S43BDE3f27TA6X23anZdpjcoPPPssQyvYBNKl&id=100077838627276&mibextid=qC1gEa
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02zoX4NjdpgZKkesDXBkQaPNswHvnbH9iZSLjWnKem8RZiQaR3km4wh6X6w69xxvRnl&id=100064714144852&mibextid=qC1gEa
https://www.facebook.com/westernnewsagency/posts/pfbid0VJXRSm6uMBkwmqQQF91BUP3CHMe7crTeB7Y3VX5BK5vJQFgua7qtS9e3YF7ejkDol
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Out of uniform, out of line

Recent incidents illustrate the lack of protection for
Rohingya people in Rakhine State, where police appear
more likely to exploit Rohingya crime victims than to
assist them. On 20 August, local media reported that for
two months, two policemen from police battalion No. 36
in Sittwe — though apparently out of uniform — had been
abusing and extorting money from Rohingya car and
auto trishaw drivers carrying goods or materials through
the Hmanzi police checkpoint, which many Rohingya
from nearby camps must use when travelling for access
to services, livelihoods, and key markets. Reportedly,
Rohingya first believed the men to be civilians trying to
create violence between communities, because they were
not in police uniforms. The two policemen are said to
have charged 20,000 Myanmar Kyat (around 10.50 USD)
for a small truck and 13,000 Myanmar Kyat (around
6 USD) for a trishaw to pass the checkpoint if they were
carrying any commercial goods. Meanwhile, traffic
police have reportedly targeted Rohingya motorbike riders
elsewhere in the city, checking their driver’s licences or
other documents, and extorting money from them.
The particular vulnerability of Rohingya to the apparent
recentrise in crime must be understood in connection to
the structural discrimination they continue to face,
including not only restrictions on movement, citizen-
ship, access to livelihoods and other basic rights,
but also the absence of any real protection from armed
actors or security forces.

The particular vulnerability of
Rohingya to the apparent recent
rise in crime must be understood
in connection to the structural

discrimination they continue to face.

PRIMARY CONCERNS

Resistance Groups Capture SAC
Camp Near Nay Pyi Taw

tance actors trained by the Karen National

Liberation Army (KNLA) captured and razed
the State Administration Council’s (SAC) Boma
Thandaung base in Pyinmana Township. The hill
fortification had reportedly helped the SAC to control
movement to and from Karen State and the embattled
Karenni-Shan State border towns of Moebye and Pekon.
On 10 and 11 August, the Iron Tiger Battalion, composed
of fighters from Karenni State- and Karen State-based
People’s Defence Forces (PDFs), reportedly repelled the
SAC reinforcements sent to retake the base. Although
Iron Tiger retreated from the position on 11 August,
it first destroyed the base, and now its fighters continue
to block SAC troops’ access to the site. On 13 August,
fighting broke out in Yepu Aung Khaung village
(at an intersection along the Taung Myint Road, which
connects Pyinmana and Nay Pyi Taw), where the resis-
tance group has positioned itself to prevent SAC troops
from reaching the hill. Local media claimed that around
50 SAC troops and three resistance fighters died in the
fighting at the Boma Thandaung base, during which the
SAC reportedly conducted airstrikes against villages in
eastern Pyinmana Township. Local media reports,
some of which suggested the strikes were reprisals
against civilians, said that some houses were
destroyed, a civilian was killed, others were detained
and used as human shields, and an indeterminate
number were displaced.

B etween 10 and 13 August, several armed resis-

Hill base blues

The seizure of the base highlights the growing opera-
tional ability and reach of ethnic armed organisations
(EAOs) and armed resistance actors in southeastern
Myanmar, as well as the likelihood of an increased need
for humanitarian supportin areas hitherto less impacted
by fighting. Although resistance groups have staged
sporadic attacks in Nay Pyi Taw Union Territory since the
coup, the loss of the Boma Thandaung base is the first
reported example — known to this analytical unit —
of anti-coup armed actors capturing SAC bases there.
The National Unity Government (NUG) defence ministry
spokesperson said in a video interview that the captured
base is just 25 miles south of Nay Pyi Taw town — though
another outlet has the distance at 70km (~43 miles) —


https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02aLYybUN6NiskbXiHAjGUYXbgkYLJ92aMu3iU5zQnpVHsbTydX1MdFEpxGUBj45F3l&id=100077838627276&mibextid=qC1gEa
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0YSMtgg1rm5CPR6eBNDSPbcy6EQf7EiMYKKfKGQUjsvXA9Z6zseQUsQUvwdpNMa4sl&id=100064451569209&mibextid=qC1gEa
https://www.ludunwayoo.com/news-mm/2023/08/16/84439/
https://kicnews.org/2023/08/%E1%80%94%E1%80%B1%E1%80%95%E1%80%BC%E1%80%8A%E1%80%BA%E1%80%90%E1%80%B1%E1%80%AC%E1%80%BA%E1%80%9E%E1%80%AD%E1%80%AF%E1%80%B7-%E1%80%91%E1%80%AD%E1%80%AF%E1%80%B8%E1%80%96%E1%80%B1%E1%80%AC%E1%80%80/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02jfMsF5p3fL7jBwBa5FGaZgAFbMbyWriEt7mj5oM26PAqjgZFX6ipajXX3URmPDXRl&id=100066528465996&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02jfMsF5p3fL7jBwBa5FGaZgAFbMbyWriEt7mj5oM26PAqjgZFX6ipajXX3URmPDXRl&id=100066528465996&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://mpapress.com/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84%E1%80%BA%E1%80%B8/27942/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/several-resistance-attacks-reported-near-myanmar-regimes-nerve-center.html
https://www.facebook.com/burmanewsnetwork/videos/3651801315059624/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=cdlzoH&ref=sharing
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/several-resistance-attacks-reported-near-myanmar-regimes-nerve-center.html

17 - 23 AUGUST 2023

Weekly Update
for Humanitarian
Responders

The National Unity Government (NUG)
defence ministry spokesperson said

in a video interview that the captured
base is just 25 miles south of Nay Pyi Taw
town — though another outlet has the
distance at 70km (~43 miles) —

and that it is the last SAC outpost

before reaching the capital.

and that it is the last SAC outpost before reaching the
capital. He said the SAC’s failure to retake the base or
prevent its destruction “shows that the SAC’s command
structure is broken”. NUG representatives and leaders of
its Central Command and Coordination Committee
have expressed a firm belief this month that victory
against an over-stretched SAC is coming ever closer.
However, despite the NUG defence minister saying after
the base’s seizure that his forces aim to extend operations
all the way to the capital, the NUG still faces logistical
and manpower limitations that would discount
an imminent march on heavily fortified Nay Pyi Taw.

KNLA: Sittaung pretty

The fighting in Nay Pyi Taw Union Territory, along with
the recentintensification of armed violence in Bago Region,
suggests that armed resistance actors in Myanmar’s
southeast may be expanding their areas of military oper-
ation. The push by resistance actors into Pyinmana
Township comes after a period of consolidation on both
sides of the Bago Yoma mountain range and around the
Sittaung river basin, an important area for revolutionaries
of both the Karen National Union (KNU) and Communist
Party of Burma in previous eras. The NUG’s Southern
Region Command has expressed that the area, which
connects Yangon to Nay Pyi Taw, and eastern Myanmar
to northwestern Dry Zone warscapes (and relatively
peaceful Ayeyarwady Region), is a key resistance battlefield.
In early 2023, it announced that, after roughly one and
a half years of training and organising troops in Bago,
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it now has two well-equipped PDFs in each of Bago
Region’s four districts. According to a March article by
Frontier, these groups say they defer to the sphere of
influence asserted by the KNU, and have cooperated
with it in attacks on military camps, police stations,
and other SAC infrastructure. Fighting has notably
intensified south of Pyinmana Township in Yedashe in
Taungoo Township, and in territory claimed by KNLA
Brigade 3, including areas of Shwegyin and Nyaunglebin
Townships. With the support of new Bago Region and
Karenni State-based armed actors, the KNLA says it has
significantly widened its operational range. In an apparent
attempt to stem the tide, the SAC put five Bago townships
under martial law in February. In response to heavy fighting
this month in Kyuaktaga Township, the KNLA issued
travel warnings while the SAC reportedly cut cellular
service to the area.

Bringing the war home

Because of the Boma Thandaung base’s proximity to
the capital and its logistical importance to the SAC,
this week’s developments are likely to be followed by
protracted and fierce fighting in southeastern
Pyinmana Township, as has been seen around other
captured SAC bases. Since the KNLA and allied PDF
fighters seized the SAC’s Lat Khat Taung base —
seven miles from Myawaddy town — in late July, fighting
between these joint fighters and SAC troops have
reportedly displaced over 500 people. The SAC has
continued to try, but has so far failed, to retake the
Lat Khat Taung base. Similarly, SAC attacks — whether
raids, airstrikes, artillery shelling, or some combination
thereof — have consistently targeted civilian populations
following losses to PDFs or EAOs; again, it is civilians
who are most likely to bear the brunt of SAC attacks in
Pyinmana Township. Northern Karen State and
Eastern Bago Region have experienced increases in
displacement, arbitrary arrests, and abuses since the
turn of the year; the KNU says that, in July alone,
the SAC launched 33 airstrikes against the northern part
of the territory the KNU considers to be under its
control, which includes part of the region in question.
As the SAC continues to carry attacks against civilians
— characterised as “collective punishment” by Amnesty
International — following armed violence, civilians
continue to be displaced and their lives, health,
and livelihoods made more insecure.


https://www.facebook.com/rfaburmese/videos/678871197590944/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=cdlzoH
https://www.facebook.com/BBCnewsBurmese/videos/307931481727863/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=cdlzoH&ref=sharing
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-10-16-august-2023/
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/08/11/372554.html
https://burma.irrawaddy.com/news/2023/08/11/372554.html
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/idps-yedashe-township-bago-region-unable-return-home-amid-ongoing-instability
https://thanlwintimes.com/2023/08/12/knla-official-says-military-council-has-turned-into-defensive-position/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/4/myanmar-military-expands-martial-law-in-strongholds-of-resistance
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/more-than-30-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-bago-nug.html
https://myaelattathan.org/articles/%E1%80%80%E1%80%BB%E1%80%B1%E1%80%AC%E1%80%80%E1%80%BA%E1%80%90%E1%80%B6%E1%80%81%E1%80%AB%E1%80%B8%E1%80%90%E1%80%AD%E1%80%AF%E1%80%80%E1%80%BA%E1%80%95%E1%80%BD%E1%80%B2_%E1%80%85%E1%80%85%E1%80%BA%E1%80%80%E1%80%B1%E1%80%AC%E1%80%84%E1%80%BA%E1%80%85%E1%80%AE%E1%81%83%E1%81%80%E1%80%80%E1%80%BB%E1%80%B1%E1%80%AC%E1%80%BA%E1%80%9E%E1%80%B1_%E1%80%9C%E1%80%80%E1%80%BA%E1%80%94%E1%80%80%E1%80%BA%E1%80%90%E1%80%BD%E1%80%B1%E1%80%95%E1%80%AB_%E1%80%9E%E1%80%AD%E1%80%99%E1%80%BA%E1%80%B8%E1%80%86%E1%80%8A%E1%80%BA%E1%80%B8%E1%80%9B%E1%80%99%E1%80%AD
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02b1YJh4SjeAed1TDk9WLk1h9GJQdyHxH2vQZFiN8cPNgzbvDTBpEAoyxoa2agHNmjl&id=100066756515394&sfnsn=mo&mibextid=RUbZ1f
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/05/myanmar-military-onslaught-in-eastern-states-amounts-to-collective-punishment/
https://www.facebook.com/burmanewsnetwork/videos/3651801315059624/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=cdlzoH&ref=sharing
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/several-resistance-attacks-reported-near-myanmar-regimes-nerve-center.html
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Kachin IDPs Face Movement
Restrictions

n 15 August, local media reported that
O 183 families displaced from four villages in

Momauk Township who had taken refuge in
Dawthponeyan town, Momauk Township, were unable
to return to their farms and risked losing their crops.
The IDPs, from Dinggar, Nawngwant, Khalar,
and Teinjang villages, had been displaced by fighting in
early July along the Myitkyina-Bhamo road. Reportedly,
the State Administration Council (SAC) has not allowed
them to leave their (temporary) displacement site,
and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) has warned
them not to return due to security concerns related to
ongoing tensions. IDPs told local media they feared for
their livelihoods if they were not allowed to return,
as they would lose their annual crop, and had concerns
over broader food scarcity driven by mass displacement.
An IDP taking refuge in the Dawthponeyan Kachin
Baptist Convention (KBC) church compound told this
analytical unit that IDPs there were grappling with
challenges related to food and shelter, with many
families temporarily sheltering in religious buildings.
Their host community is reported as saying it plans to
construct dwellings to house them in October, after
their third month of displacement. A Dawthponeyan
host community member assisting them told this
analytical unit that, despite likely being able to tempo-
rarily resettle in Bhamo Township, IPDs wish to wait
indefinitely in Dawthponeyan, closer to their farms.

Road to Mandalay restricted

The 15 August report highlights some of the difficulties
facing newly displaced communities in Kachin State amid
tensions between the SAC and the KIA. Barriers to move-
ment are likely to create further challenges to their
accessing livelihood activities, markets, and healthcare,
and neither are the safety or security of the region’s IDPs
guaranteed. On 11 August, a male IDP transporting rice
donated to IDPs in Kazuyang village was arrested at an SAC
checkpoint and accused of working for the KIA. Such inci-
dents highlight the significant risks associated with aid
provision in the region. Furthermore, those IDPs living in
established camps face a bevy of challenges as the SAC
continues its apparent attempts to shut down IDP camps
across the state, despite the same drivers of past displace-
ment constituting barriers to return or relocation.

PRIMARY CONCERNS

Fighting has centred along the Myitkyina-Mandalay
road, affecting civilians in Waingmaw, Bhamo, and
Momauk Townships. Although fighting has subsided
since early August, tensions in the area remain high
and reports claim the SAC has fired artillery from its
camps along the route. It appears that the SAC is using
a lull in fighting to reinforce its troops, possibly to
prepare for prolonged armed violence in the state:
nine SAC vessels that had set up the Irrawaddy River
from Mandalay on 26 July reached Bhamo town on
20 August. Kachin media reported that, in response to
repeated attacks by resistance groups along the river,
SAC-allied militia from Northern Shan State were
posted to reinforce the military’s presence in Bhamo
town, raising the spectre of further displacement
in Bhamo, Momauk, and Waingmaw Townships.
Since the vessels arrived in Bhamo, the SAC has
tightened security both in and around the town, report-
edly prohibiting civilians from leaving unless work-
ing in SAC departments. Access to major transport
routes, like the Bhamo-Myitkyina, Bhamo-Mandalay,
and Bhamo-Lwegel roads — the last of which connects
to a Myanmar-China border crossing — have been
severely restricted. If these restrictions remain in
place, they could significantly impact both IDPs living
in areas under SAC control and those in areas under
KIO control. In addition, IDPs in KIO-controlled areas,
who are dependent on (limited) imported goods
from China, continue to be affected by the Myanmar
Kyat’s weakening value against exchange currencies.

This Scenario Plan presents Kachin State-hased context
projections for the purposes of response planning and
strategy, including a possible scenario in which fighting
between the KIA and SAC escalates dramatically over the
coming months. While this Scenario Plan provides general
guidance, responders may make adaptations to suit the
needs, priorities, and strategies of their respective

organisations.

Toread the report, please see
Scenario Plan: Kachin State, August 2023



https://www.facebook.com/100064538419332/posts/pfbid02KyVoZXFEmsJ1Pj6RV7VZcmavfxWdXGZnuveBeMWDD2Qn37HnN8PvFTdZMooZZuKul/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02Hg3UeLEqz9cq1vhZGPuwehWn6Pj9LJJyAZ2pmPqgvHWD4X6zRSLG1h1FvY77z8gol&id=100065065719796&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02KoLoGNyVxAaNdmuyQkK9vYrS5Q7RbEK46CdzJJCdSY7mGpqZ7aXL9nUKP2X391s4l&id=100064538419332&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0ZDTruuSaVvGbZhooi1SvuBeZWnyXXgVbYxvHTUXiNVGxLDW1xFrZgxC8mDRZ4EuHl&id=100064616984622&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://cass-mm.org/camp-closures-current-status-april-2023/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fburmese.kachinnews.com%2F2023%2F08%2F21%2Fld2-13%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0QFibcxCxwX_nAyqKfuR7o-XBfvESs2yWwF5kPV0zdu8t8QfZRBTAJ83o&h=AT1VSWsJL0IJSQFmT2lqX9u1lbfE0bXKa6A9Rkq24TReRohUfRr3AFm-12DmbX452R2GoZHFABmp7c64HL2ckUWH4HFiFtNyNthX5Ie9xbq3tJv2_PrPVf3yQ3_aoaOd8hYe&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fburmese.kachinnews.com%2F2023%2F08%2F21%2Fld2-13%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Hseq3-mfiMpNvljE1-Yl7QvSlriNGC74BPyAa56UWYGCPewvOdeOkz00&h=AT3jXcdDDBTkKxscHjBVI1DvMVrtBwlbjfnp7Vvi9WPXVCSTQC8mEGuaRTG-j11QBQ4Pw0S3CxQAlwGZnoO6wH_sbRXSZcYHSrSsb8AO_-AlNsilKVo0sW74kiU6on8PvwA-&s=1
https://cass-mm.org/scenario-plan-kachin-state-august-2023/
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SAC Weapons Cause Concerns in Kale

n 15 August, after People’s Defense Forces (PDF's)
O attacked State Administration Council (SAC)

troops with explosives, SAC forces launched
a series of attacks and raids lasting at least five days.
Over this period, they reportedly burned down about
800 of the 1,500 houses in Tharsi village, Kale Township,
and killed five villagers. On 15 August, an SAC Mi-35
helicopter provided air support, firing on Tharsi village
and hitting two men and some livestock. SAC troops in
Kale town fired artillery shells that landed in Tharsi
and two other villages, killing a nine-year-old child.
Residents of around 10 villages fled the raids and
continued SAC presence — most sheltering with
relatives or in a monastery in Kale town. One Tharsi
resident said that villagers have not been able to retrieve
the bodies of those killed, as SAC troops remain in
the village; another told this analytical unit that those
displaced had been unable to bring supplies when
they fled and would soon need food and clothes.

Smoke effects

Villagers reported concerns about the types of weapons
used by SAC forces in the attack. Reportedly, at least
some of the weapons that the SAC fired into Tharsi vil-
lage caused villagers to get sick; around 20 people sought
medical treatment. Villagers said that SAC shells and
bombs emitted a smell, and that accidental inhalation
of the fumes caused a burning sensation in the throat,
an increase in body temperature, a drop in blood
pressure, achiness, numbness, shortness of breath,
and temporary unconsciousness. Local media reported
that those affected — both PDF fighters and civilians
— experienced nausea and vomiting, and difficulty
walking. The top medic from the Kale PDF said that
this was the first time that the group had needed to give
medical treatment for emissions from SAC weapons
and that her team was examining whether or not it was
a chemical weapon. A Kale PDF member told this
analytical unit that the weapon caused people to have
stomach aches and blood in their urine and stool, to feel
weak or dizzy for days, or even to become unconscious.
He said that the weapon burned and emitted light grey
smoke on impact — rather than exploding — and was
a little bit bigger than a 120mm shell. He said that both
the helicopter and the SAC ground troops fired weapons
with this effect, which only affected people close to where
the weapons detonated but also killed several pigs.
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Villagers reported concerns about
the types of weapons used by
SAC forces in the attack.

Avillager from Tamu Township told this analytical unit
that on 18 August, the SAC used weapons with similar
effects in Tamu as well, affecting over 50 people. The vil-
lager said that people were getting treatment for their
symptoms in India, but that there were not enough
beds or medicine for all of these people. Since the coup,
similar reports have emerged from elsewhere, including
Kachin State in May 2021 and Karen State in April 2022.
It is widely suspected that Myanmar continues to retain
stockpiles of chemical weapons, in spite of joining the
Chemical Weapons Convention in 2015, which bans the
production, storage, and use of chemical arms. In 2019,
the US publicly accused Myanmar of continuing to hold
chemical weapons stockpiled since the 1980s, including
mustard gas. While this analytical unit cannot confirm
the types of weapons used by the SAC in any of these
instances, reports of symptoms brought on by weapons’
emissions raise serious concerns.

SAC Troops Destroy Seikphyu Road

troops reportedly used bulldozers to destroy

three intersections on a road connecting
10 villages to Seikphyu town and threatened to burn
down the houses around the road if the residents
repaired the road. SAC troops had blocked access to
Seikphyu town since 12 July, and local sources told this
analytical unit that since then, access to the town has
been possible but more costly. Transportation is now
further disrupted, and likely to remain so, for around
10 villages that use this road to go to Seikphyu town
for food, healthcare needs, trade, or other business.
A Seikphyu People’s Defence Force (PDF) spokesperson
reported that without the use of this road, an alternate
route would add at least two hours to the journey to
town. SAC troops remain stationed around the
damaged route, so no residents can use or repair it.
A local said that the SAC is intentionally disrupting
people’s movement and access to markets.

O n 18 August, State Administration Council (SAC)


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=292601906707541
https://www.facebook.com/daw.radiohm.7/posts/pfbid02JzGiQZQS9ZzAWoevoF8kvt6BqCk9N7XtLtcnjXeSu3s6vZFeNDXmoNEPQYVwdXvgl
https://www.facebook.com/myaelattathan/posts/pfbid0F2GoeKMXZA8ybMcUHYDmwV1kajamTTff6fnGjkUqMvCkfGKQ75oZ2iwzCCCm2CE2l
https://www.facebook.com/rfaburmese/posts/pfbid02joLHd7YhGrxmA136Kpa1oxzKHWUQQb3uZcfk41Ws5x67wo6ZDzw9XrqCzC66c9Ltl
https://www.facebook.com/groups/418936279294650/?multi_permalinks=1009464410241831&ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=292601906707541
https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/pfbid096b7xXCmyYqDhQW5jUevNCp941xkzu1yccpvQk8apoEPDRf5mXPCBzSNaMaYZJgJl
https://fb.watch/mBm9uWzIbB/?mibextid=Nif5oz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/418936279294650/?multi_permalinks=1009464410241831&ref=share
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://fb.watch/mBm9uWzIbB/?mibextid%3DNif5oz&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1692773694269028&usg=AOvVaw18nJ5iF2CkFu19dfwjyqz9
https://www.facebook.com/163055077152350/posts/3730951560362666/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/myanmar-may-have-chemical-weapons-stockpile-us/
https://www.facebook.com/myaelattathan/posts/pfbid02JHyQ9mubaWpAioiEXHaW2mNcxsGbkVh4r4fmqPyr1U48mbirKg5TKrmHodpYsZgcl
https://www.facebook.com/myaelattathan/posts/pfbid02JHyQ9mubaWpAioiEXHaW2mNcxsGbkVh4r4fmqPyr1U48mbirKg5TKrmHodpYsZgcl
https://www.facebook.com/myaelattathan/posts/pfbid02JHyQ9mubaWpAioiEXHaW2mNcxsGbkVh4r4fmqPyr1U48mbirKg5TKrmHodpYsZgcl
https://www.facebook.com/myaelattathan/posts/pfbid02JHyQ9mubaWpAioiEXHaW2mNcxsGbkVh4r4fmqPyr1U48mbirKg5TKrmHodpYsZgcl
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Foodblock

While the road destruction may have been in response to
PDF activity, it is most likely to impact civilians living
in the area. The SAC has an established pattern of
‘punishing’ populations it perceives as supportive of
resistance groups, and this seems to fit that pattern.
PDFs have raided SAC camps, police stations, and
Pyu Saw Htee villages in Seikphyu Township, and fight-
ing between SAC troops and PDFs fighters has escalated
in the township since early July. The SAC has restricted
the carrying of food, mainly rice and oil, and medicines
— and even blocked travel for patients who needed
emergency healthcare. The destruction of the road sug-
gests that the SAC had been unable to totally control the
road through checkpoints or other physical measures,
as it has done frequently throughout Myanmar.
While civilians — including IDPs and host communities
— may now struggle to access food and other commodi-
ties, the road destruction has not prevented further PDF
attacks: on 20 August, the Seikphyu PDF detonated
an explosive in front of the Seikphyu Department of
Home Affairs and Immigration, seriously injuring two
SAC personnel.
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02gxePDxgky8ukz6vMLmP1EESWLcXSi1H5rdZxNH7KoTDmfYBMycT1DCJyaquadyVHl&id=100071521930879
https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/pfbid024PZnxWarLXdQEN8MfdUu5xd2EJbBavfAYiq6Q1BTM2vpjJLF5g5DrzVHf7ZA6VYNl
https://www.facebook.com/VoiceofMyanmarNews/posts/pfbid0bic4xxQMpdvGthGPeN2hJVThJNNxo6Msu2ipDjZaoi6wf1N2wiFjeHwpMeYhEot3l
https://www.facebook.com/myanmarnownews/posts/pfbid041HgLPWzP4VAkBfjg5LUtHwPpe5G5R9AJzjBeJfUieNpeH7ev4obKNVBFgc4qTFWl
https://www.facebook.com/myaelattathan/posts/pfbid02cux9GiqnPDeJhabiMU2sD6ZeLdVPfqrsn6yJzgW6vfxTh3uSLx5QzMy79oNDgNZ5l
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