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KEY THEMES

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
DONORS AND AID ACTORS
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@ capPITAL  (®) OBLAST CAPITAL
B2 cLAIMED UKRAINIAN CONTROL

% ASSESSED RUSSIAN ADVANCES

Residents of rear areas under Ukrainian control appear in-
creasingly alarmed by the scale of mobilization, and by the
high military death toll on the frontlines. Numerous local sourc-
es believe the true numbers of dead and wounded far exceed
official figures, while some also characterize conscription prac-
tices as intrusive and/or corrupt.

Some residents of Sumy and Zaporizhzhia have responded
positively to the dismissal of their oblast governors, but ques-
tion whether this latest stage of the battle against corruption
will prove more than symbolic.

Despite some improvements, inadequate aid to households
and enterprises in need of financial and/or in-kind assistance
to repair combat-related damage remains a common grievance
in areas including Kherson, Mykolaiv, Sumy, and Chernihiv.

Throughout Ukrainian--controlled areas, but particularly in
Sumy, Chernihiv, and Odesa, local sources remain deeply con-
cerned about the economic impact of unpredictable power
outages, especially on agriculture and industry, but also on
small businesses.

The administrative and economic Integration of occupied terri-
tories into the Russian Federation continues at a steady clip. In
Luhansk oblast, this process has coincided with an increasing
reluctance to speak to researchers on the part of residents
of areas occupied in 2022. Throughout occupied Donbas,
attitudes toward the integration process largely ranged from
resignation to disillusionment during the reporting period, with
some lamenting Moscow’s disinterest in restoring the area’s
signature industries.

Strengthen monitoring and accountability mechanisms over
the distribution of humanitarian aid to ensure it is disseminat-
ed transparently and beneficiaries perceive the process as fair.

Scale up mine clearance activities and explosive ordnance ed-
ucation for the civilian population, considering frequent casu-
alties in different regions of Ukraine and the large portion of
Ukraine's territory that is contaminated.

Increase funding for emergency cash distribution and medi-
um-to-long-term targeted grants to support small businesses
in areas particularly affected by unpredictable power outages.

Expand PSS for conflict-affected people with a particular focus
on trauma, domestic violence, and grief coping mechanisms.

Per previous Situation Reports, encourage and/or facilitate the
evacuation of civilians from occupied areas. Step up informa-
tion campaigns on how Ukrainians can safely depart Russia
after evacuating there.

. ‘LPR’ / ‘DPR’ CAPITAL ® NOTABLE SETTLEMENTS

CLAIMED RUSSIAN CONTROL % ‘DPR’ PRE 24 FEB ‘LPR’ PRE 24 FEB

ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLED TERRITORY


https://news.sky.com/story/ukraine-war-how-hidden-landmines-tripwires-and-booby-traps-pose-lethal-danger-for-years-to-come-12795912
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POPULATION: 2,102,291 (Ukrainian gov’t est. 2022).

MAIN CITIES: Luhansk 397,677; Alchevsk 106,062; Severodonetsk 99,067; Lysychansk 93,340; Khrustalnyi (Krasnyi Luch)

79,533; Dovzhansk (Sverdlovsk), 62,691; Rubizhne 55,247

LUHANSK OBLAST (OCCUPIED)

De facto authorities allege that recent incoming
fire has killed over a dozen civilians, including a
small child. Alchevsk, Kadiivka (Stakhanov), Rubi-
zhne, Zolote, and Kreminna were among the set-
tlements reportedly targeted. The main incident
was a HIMARS strike on 28 Jan that occupation
forces say killed 14 civilians at a Novoaidar hos-
pital. Ukrainian governor-in-exile Serhiy Haidai
claims the dead were Russian combatants. The
occupation administration of Starobilsk also re-
ported an explosion near the home of the out-
going ‘mayor’ on 22 Jan, alleging that Ukrainian
forces had targeted him with a missile. According
to a local source, the incident prompted house-
to-house searches and arbitrary detentions in the
days that followed.

As a possible signal of a further tightening of
control over civilian movements and communi-
cations, local sources in areas occupied in 2022
were unusually reluctant to speak to researchers
— with poor connectivity just one of the reasons
they cited. This finding may support reports from
Serhiy Haidai to the effect that occupation forces
are taking extraordinary measures, including forc-
ible relocation, to prevent civilians from leaking
their coordinates. Moreover, complaints of stricter
checkpoints from locals in the Luhansk city area
suggest enhanced ‘security’ measures may ex-
tend to rear areas as well.

Meanwhile, integration with the Russian Feder-
ation is progressing. Luhansk oblast, along with
other occupied areas, will now ‘officially’ run on
Moscow time. Administrative service centers re-
portedly opened in nine cities on 25 Jan; here, de
facto ‘LPR’ constituents can register their place of
residence, apply for Russian passports, and sign
up for various state subsidies. Residents of the
‘LPR’ and other occupied territories who fail to re-
ceive Russian passports reportedly may soon be
hit with income tax rates of 30 percent, the stan-
dard rate for foreigners, as opposed to 13 percent,
the rate for citizens and official tax residents. Busi-
nesses are hurriedly re-configuring their finances
and paperwork to comply with Russian law — to
which several local sources in Luhansk city at-
tributed delays in the payment of salaries.

In general, cost of living was a major concern for
key informants interviewed during the reporting
period — who, as noted, resided mostly in rear
areas occupied in 2014. Per one Luhansk city
woman,

Prices are going up for absolutely everything. ...
It’s like they’re messing with us. Yeah, it’s great
for the soldiers and for the Ruskis who’ve come
here as guest workers since their salaries are
100,000 [rubles] and up. But what about locals
earning 20-30,0007?


https://t.me/LPR_JCCC/8016
https://t.me/glava_lnr_info/707
https://goo.gl/maps/tBkBBS4AXjD9DTcW6
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Zolote,+Luhansk+Oblast,+93294/@48.6927465,38.3793893,11z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e0001de167c5ff:0xe0a9d212af7f33b0!8m2!3d48.6928568!4d38.5146349
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kreminna,+Luhansk+Oblast,+92902/@49.0503679,37.6607715,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x41206c4a617493cd:0x5d3e2c19abec6a2e!8m2!3d49.0422268!4d38.2176555
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Novoaidar,+Luhansk+Oblast,+93500/@48.9738915,38.3776975,9z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x41206c4a617493cd:0x5d3e2c19abec6a2e!2sKreminna,+Luhansk+Oblast,+92902!3b1!8m2!3d49.0422268!4d38.2176555!3m4!1s0x411f8a2aa29a7489:0x7fcb3e063e911273!8m2!3d48.9662446!4d39.0018082
https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/9282
https://goo.gl/maps/qCTsHRz13iHWtLxF9
https://www.ostro.org/ru/news/posle-popadanyya-v-rajon-doma-gaulyajtera-starobelshhyny-rukovodytelya-smenyly-teper-eto-mer-kogda-i403032
https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/9299
https://t.me/minpromtorg_ru/1464
https://t.me/glava_lnr_info/719
https://all-migration.com/journal/bukhgalteriya-vyplaty-inostrantsu-i-za-nego/stavka-ndfl-dlya-inostrannogo-rabotnika/#:~:text=%D0%98%20%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%20%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%20%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8C%2013,%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%81%D1%8F%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%20%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B5%2013%25
https://all-migration.com/journal/bukhgalteriya-vyplaty-inostrantsu-i-za-nego/stavka-ndfl-dlya-inostrannogo-rabotnika/#:~:text=%D0%98%20%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%20%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%20%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%8C%2013,%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%B5%D1%82%D1%81%D1%8F%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%20%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B5%2013%25
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Luhansk,+Luhansk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+91000/@48.5802062,39.2168842,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x411fc564844c6285:0xf8e02e7e879e7164!8m2!3d48.5740374!4d39.307816
https://goo.gl/maps/nBejRmuqTxUATacS9
https://goo.gl/maps/cXjejh8PqronCMhF7
https://goo.gl/maps/eaN2ThQDV6xjP8Uq6
https://goo.gl/maps/Kuqy1RE14YCc9mXV8
https://goo.gl/maps/iotKwcX9Lv6k3RqQ8

Source: OCHA Ukraine
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POPULATION: no official estimate

MAIN CITIES: Donetsk 901,645 (Ukrainian gov’t est 2022), Mariupol 425,681 (est 2022), roughly 160-180,000 remaining;
Makiivka 338,968 (est 2022) Horlivka 239,828 (est 2022); Yenakieve 76,673 (est 2022)

OCCUPIED DONETSK OBLAST

Russian and ‘DPR’ forces announced the seizure of
several more settlements in the vicinity of Bakhmut,
including Soledar (see Donetsk GCA). The tone in
which de facto authorities discuss the latest con-
quest seems to have some locals aghast. Per a
Kremlin supporter from the Donetsk city area:

Pushilin has announced that Soledar’s been
wiped off the face of the earth. | just don’t get
why he’s saying this. What is he, proud? There
were people living there, after alll Our people!

Meanwhile, the Donetsk city and Horlivka area
has remained subject to frequent incoming fire,
while Mariupol continues to serve as a rear base.
Per Ukrainian authorities, Russian forces have
amassed several thousand troops there for an at-
tack on Vuhledar. Local and open sources report
that the anticipated new wave of mobilization in
‘DPR’ territory has yet to arrive.

Utility provision remains shaky throughout the
so-called republic. Russia’s defense ministry an-
nounced the construction of a new pipe to car-
ry potable water in from Rostov oblast, aimed at
tackling shortages in the Donetsk city area. Mean-
while, some homes in greater Donetsk city remain
unheated, leading to an apparent spat between
‘DPR’ head Denis Pushilin and the officials he
chose to blame. In Mariupol, the absence of cen-
tral heating remains a given, with households reli-
ant on electric and gas heaters.

As in other occupied territories, formal integra-
tion into Russia continues. Utility fees in most lo-
cales are due to rise 20 percent, per the Russian
tax code — although a number of unsafe locales,
yet to be specified, will apparently be exempt
from payments. On 18 Jan, authorities reported
that Mariupol’s port had begun shipping goods to
cities in southern Russia.

On 22 Jan, the Kremlin replaced Mariupol’s acting
mayor, Konstantin lvashchenko, described by one
local man as “a thief and an alcoholic,” with Oleh
Morhun, who once served as the city’s acting police
chief under Ukrainian jurisdiction. “I hope he’ll be
better than Ivashchenko,” remarked a local wom-
an, “but it generally feels like no one cares about
anybody.” To the extent that “caring” means facili-
tating the region’s economic recovery, her feelings
may reflect reality. The occupiers speak of plans
to restore the Azov shipyard, clean Mariupol’s wa-
terways, and open a plant to recycle the tons of
construction and demolition waste that have accu-
mulated in the city’s public lots. Yet enterprises pre-
viously synonymous with the city — the llyich steel
mill and Azovstal — are unlikely to be revived.

In Donetsk city, too, local sources characterized
the integration process to date as expensive and
disappointing. Per a middle-aged laborer:

People are starting to realize no one cares
about them. And that although we’ve returned
to Russia, we’re surrounded by capitalists,
same as before. Until we return to communism,
nothing good will come.
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https://www.stopcor.org/ukr/section-suspilstvo/news-u-merezhi-opublikuvali-kadri-z-soledara-zamist-vulits-sutsilni-ruini-video-24-01-2023.html
https://t.me/andriyshTime/6272
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Vuhledar,+Donetsk+Oblast,+85670/@47.7790917,37.2395143,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e0ac0fc99f9375:0x40c176da291b20ca!8m2!3d47.779793!4d37.2490235
https://t.me/TLRes/466
https://dontr.ru/novosti/minoborony-rf-pristupilo-k-stroitelstvu-vodoprovoda-mezhdu-rostovskoy-oblastyu-i-donbassom/
https://dontr.ru/novosti/minoborony-rf-pristupilo-k-stroitelstvu-vodoprovoda-mezhdu-rostovskoy-oblastyu-i-donbassom/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjVkZ60t_L8AhVvhosKHaF_AdgQFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdan-news.info%2Fobschestvo%2Fnikonorov-kulemzin-i-osipov-proveli-noch-v-neotaplivaemom-s-oseni-dome-v%2F&usg=AOvVaw2umYBY7ywThlS5ZinJc_Hd
https://regnum.ru/news/polit/3766929.html
https://regnum.ru/news/polit/3766929.html
https://t.me/dnronline/89680
https://t.me/dpr_done/1720
https://t.me/mariupolnow/24592
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2023/01/24/7386292/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Donetsk,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@47.9902621,37.6214371,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e0909500919a2d:0x36335efdc5856f84!8m2!3d48.015883!4d37.80285
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/rDyiURhoTgYpdsaj6
https://ru.slovoidilo.ua/2022/04/13/novost/obshhestvo/stalo-izvestno-skolko-ukraincev-ostalos-blokadnom-mariupole35220/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Makiivka,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+86100/@48.0456763,37.8230366,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e08e984a0db9a9:0xe4e52efde2e0641c!8m2!3d48.0459557!4d37.9666901
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Horlivka,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.3337505,37.9519644,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e0771768f45635:0xf32c9f2b30776f2c!8m2!3d48.3071!4d38.029633
https://www.google.com/maps?q=%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BE&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwjIxc_N5JT3AhXRz4UKHe5JAYoQ_AUoAXoECAIQAw
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POPULATION: no official estimate; roughly 350,000 remain, per governor, as of 6 July
MAIN CITIES: Kramatorsk 147,145, roughly 50,000 remain as of 7 June; Slovyansk 105,141, roughly 23,000 remain as of 15 June;

Bakhmut 71,094; Pokrovsk 60,127

NORTHERN DONETSK OBLAST
(GCA)

Following the capture of Soledar, Russian troops
and Wagner Group mercenaries continued
making slow but steady gains in and around
Bakhmut, with the village of Blahodatne captured
on 29 Jan. The reporting period saw intense fire-
fights for control of settlements such as Druzhba,
Pivnichne, Pivdenne, and especially Krasna Hora,
whose capture would significantly increase pres-
sure on Bakhmut. Russian troops have steadily ap-
proached Chasiv Yar, which experiences frequent
shelling, including a 24 Jan strike on an apart-
ment building that killed one resident. The town is
mere kilometers from Kostyantynivka and lies on
a main supply line for Bakhmut.

Unsurprisingly, our local sources were largely pre-
occupied with security dynamics. Per a respon-
dent in Kostyantynivka, which also came under
fire during the reporting period, “We keep hearing
more and more strikes coming from the Bakhmut
direction, they’re louder, it’s dangerous and scary.
| know a lot of wounded, and sometimes we have
to bury our dead.” Kramatorsk also experienced
near-daily strikes during the reporting period,
with kindergartens, hospitals, schools and in-
dustrial sites suffering damage and a 20 Jan at-
tack killing one resident. For those who choose to
leave, evacuation trains run daily from Pokrovsk.

These continual strikes lead to major damage to
homes and other buildings across the region, with
nearly all towns and cities in need of reconstruc-
tion aid. Multiple respondents, however, noted that
local utility companies only provide assistance re-
pairing windows and roofs. Power and heat sup-
ply in Kramatorsk, Slovyansk, and Kostyantynivka
remains irregular, as does mobile internet, though
water and gas are rarely interrupted. Respondents
in these cities said that locals are in need of win-
ter aid such as firewood and warm clothes, and
that larger towns are starting to see the return of
medical specialists and dentists. Stores are most-
ly stocked with food and other goods, though a
respondent in Kostyantynivka noted food short-
ages over the reporting period. Lyman, however,
remains in dire shape and locals require constant
deliveries of humanitarian aid to survive:

The city was 90 percent destroyed and our
house was partially damaged. There is no elec-
tricity in the apartment buildings and the private
sector, and people try to make repairs where
possible... There are very few residents, most-
ly elderly people. Most residents have nowhere
to go back to, their homes aren’t in any shape
to live in. And those people whose homes can
still be restored need building materials. (man,
60s, IDP from Lyman)


https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-64270001
https://goo.gl/maps/NnzbVFg5C96bK2Km6
https://goo.gl/maps/7467STeNw7MuP4Ke6
https://deepstatemap.live/#14/48.6844/38.0082
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid025MhGVXz3EtVHZdfKJgH1p6iNSc5VUQz1e47zKKuDwFhKzzyFawBL9pY3UPs6QTpyl
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid025MhGVXz3EtVHZdfKJgH1p6iNSc5VUQz1e47zKKuDwFhKzzyFawBL9pY3UPs6QTpyl
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid025MhGVXz3EtVHZdfKJgH1p6iNSc5VUQz1e47zKKuDwFhKzzyFawBL9pY3UPs6QTpyl
https://goo.gl/maps/LdpZSrb6GNmik3EF8
https://goo.gl/maps/fzFH5fvZrJetaxgL7
https://goo.gl/maps/gMRyX5EqRLNzKaSZ6
https://goo.gl/maps/YdXJNYdhWMjUvBW96
https://goo.gl/maps/YdXJNYdhWMjUvBW96
https://goo.gl/maps/gYvtDi7BJXDc24hQA
https://twitter.com/Pavlo_Kyrylenko/status/1619043469779177473
https://twitter.com/Pavlo_Kyrylenko/status/1619043469779177473
https://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda/6385
https://goo.gl/maps/n4987FbZmq8cNWVYA
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-says-it-prevented-russia-cutting-off-eastern-supply-line-2023-01-31/
https://twitter.com/ua_zinkoviy/status/1616537244097019932
https://twitter.com/ua_zinkoviy/status/1616537244097019932
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02Hiyt6bmUrraXhpLSKA7gdcVqQjcwH71LayjqRzjSq7fWb6urtXVqHwhfxWLecpffl
https://t.me/itsdonetsk/53808
https://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda/6341
http://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda/6422
http://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda/6392
https://t.me/itsdonetsk/53464
https://t.me/itsdonetsk/53464
https://t.me/suspilnedonbas/10745
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3656378-u-kabmini-nagadali-aki-potagi-prodovzuut-evakuaciu-z-nebezpecnih-regioniv.html#:~:text=%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%94%D1%82%D1%8C%D1%81%D1%8F%2C%20%D1%89%D0%BE%20%D0%B6%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%96%20%D0%94%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%87%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%20%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B6%D1%83%D1%82%D1%8C,%2C%20%D0%92%D1%96%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D1%8F%2C%20%D0%A5%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9%2C%20%D0%A2%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C.
https://goo.gl/maps/KyEUmTboFHW4jhSA9
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-nato-putin-moscow-donetsk-1fe59f1729bd3bc52181e02b7df24660
https://goo.gl/maps/ZkqTuZNvq3AFvs1v6
https://vp.donetsk.ua/gorod-region/gorod/108654-ya-odnoznachno-ostayus-v-gorode-intervyu-s-merom-kramatorska-aleksandrom-goncharenko
https://goo.gl/maps/jH5uhJgDWxwSB6MdA
https://goo.gl/maps/weGMeqyK8iVqspSL9
https://goo.gl/maps/44Y38DYs4y9dxieX7

Source: OCHA Ukraine
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POPULATION: 3,096,485 (gov’t est 2022)

MAIN CITIES: Dnipro 968,502; Kryvyi Rih 603,904 (2022); Kamianske 226,845; Nikopol 105,160; Pavlohrad 101,430

DNIPROPETROVSK OBLAST

The two-week reporting period passed relatively
quietly, following the shock of the 14 Jan attack on
a Dnipro city apartment block (see 19 Jan Situation
Report). The southern district of Nikopol, located
across the Dnipro River from the Russian-held
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant, continued to
see the bulk of the incoming fire, with Myrove and
Marhanets hromadas targeted repeatedly.

The main political news of the period was the dis-
missal of the oblast governor, Valentyn Rezniche-
ko, in connection with a series of corruption
allegations that came to a head in January (see
Zaporizhzhia Oblast). Several media reports sug-
gest Reznichenko may have funneled 1.5 billion
hryvnias (over 40 million USD) in state funds to a
building firm owned in part by a close friend. Yet
interviews with local sources, which occurred be-
fore the dismissal was announced, yielded most-
ly positive assessments of authorities, focusing
on developments such as the Dnipro city admin-
istration’s 17 Jan decision to allocate one million
hryvnias (about 27,000 USD) per household to the
survivors of the 14 Jan missile strike.

As in other research locations (see Mykolaiy,
Chernihiv), local sources express frustration with
what they see as unfair or corrupt mobilization

practices. In at least one case, this frustration was
compounded by horror at the staggering human
cost of the war:

At work now | look around to check there’s no
one following me hoping to hand me a conscrip-
tion notice. [It’s as if] we owe everyone, but no
one owes us anything. ... They’re going around
catching people and saying, go fight. And we
aren’t opposed to going to fight, but how
come those who are able to pay 5-8,000 USD
are sitting around happily? And where did that
money come from? ... There are entire hospi-
tals full of wounded. | deliver aid to hospitals
and | see it with my own eyes, but they’re nev-
er going to tell us how many are wounded and
dead because it would demotivate us. When
the war ends, in a few years, we’ll find out how
many people died at Bakhmut. (man, 30s, Dni-
pro city)

Notably, every respondent commented on the
overwhelming numbers of wounded soldiers and
civilians in hospitals. Along with the man quoted
above, a journalist in her 50s averred that the true
scale of deaths and injuries was being closely
guarded from the public.
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https://leftbankanalytics.org/situation-reports/critical-areas-situation-report-19jan23/
https://leftbankanalytics.org/situation-reports/critical-areas-situation-report-19jan23/
https://leftbankanalytics.org/situation-reports/critical-areas-situation-report-19jan23/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nikopol's'kyi+district,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast/@47.5161373,34.1589166,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x40db6100ae1a9433:0x1277c341c7980fa2!8m2!3d47.7228237!4d34.2961874
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Myrove+%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5/@47.7404812,34.6574125,11z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x40dc854517bcb3a3:0x3da49a23c2925f47!2zTXlyaXZzyrlrYSBTaWzKuXPKuWthIFJhZGE!8m2!3d47.7736926!4d34.722767!3m4!1s0x40dc8593bb2e814d:0x28c5a28bc7141954!8m2!3d47.7693299!4d34.7355294
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marhanets',+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast/@47.7653229,34.658512,10z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x40dc854517bcb3a3:0x3da49a23c2925f47!2zTXlyaXZzyrlrYSBTaWzKuXPKuWthIFJhZGE!8m2!3d47.7736926!4d34.722767!3m4!1s0x40dc90b82e417b01:0x78b2986117b57091!8m2!3d47.6489686!4d34.6105385
https://t.me/mykola_lukashuk/3249
https://t.me/mykola_lukashuk/3253
https://news.obozrevatel.com/economics/glavu-dnepropetrovskoj-oga-reznichenko-uvolnyayut-pod-davleniem-nabu.htm
https://news.obozrevatel.com/economics/glavu-dnepropetrovskoj-oga-reznichenko-uvolnyayut-pod-davleniem-nabu.htm
https://dniprorada.gov.ua/uk/articles/item/53054/17-sichnya-operativna-informaciya-stanom-na-1500?fbclid=IwAR0YurAOyqZJXhVkR0B50TNVQlnJoatU2mnBQrcnfMWiLxN4HIfps_heN58
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/LZdK98Dsf2KYkhGz6
https://goo.gl/maps/UaoKg5J8np6RPLqP7
https://goo.gl/maps/uRAE9yXw1XxPiodf8
https://goo.gl/maps/XJCdKrVDWETfH4659
https://goo.gl/maps/KRDsJ8iq1NTRTfn48

06

Dnipropetrovsk i
Oblast -

i \

e - gt

Y Zaporizhzhya
! Nuclear Plant
1
\ nerhodar,
| e

% ()
s

\
\
\
\
\

]
\
\

Kherson -~
Oblast -t

Source: OCHA Ukraine

@ZAPORIZHZHIA en o,

@ Kamyanske
Checkpoint

Y 4
W/% M / AN
@ Vasylivka////// Z Sofy

Checkpoint I

Zaporizhzhia Oblast i %

pan S =

° =
Melitopol Berdyar;sl,('

il D

s
——— y
a4 7
57 \ v
’ P
/
% (%2
7

X
+/

Sea of Azov

)
\ /
i} f 0 20 40 km
i /

Lines of control 30 January B2 cLAIMED UKRAINIAN CONTROL CLAIMED RUSSIAN CONTROL

2
%2z ASSESSED RUSSIAN ADVANCES ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLED TERRITORY

CRITICAL AREAS SITUATION REPORT 02 FEBRUARY 2023

POPULATION: 1,638,462 (gov't est 2022)

MAIN CITIES: Zaporizhzhia 710,052; Melitopol (occupied) 148,851 but fewer than 75,000 remain; Berdyansk (occupied) 106,311;

Enerhodar (occupied) 52,237

ZAPORIZHZHIA OBLAST

The frontline in Zaporizhzhia oblast saw a spike
in firefights over the reporting period, with a re-
cord 224 strikes on 21 settlements on 20 Jan. The
following day, Russian authorities announced they
had begun a new offensive in the region, as mid-
sized towns like Orikhiv and Hulyaipole came un-

Multiple sources noted that IDPs in Zaporizhzhia
continue to open businesses, especially small
shops and cafes, further embedding them in their
new communities and potentially decreasing the
likelihood of returning home. However, respon-

der fire. Ukrainian authorities have subsequently

dents also noted that there are discrepancies re-
garding which IDPs have access to aid:

advised locals to limit their movements. Despite

the attacks, the line of contact has not moved sig-
nificantly, and Ukrainian authorities claimed that
the Russian army suffered heavy losses. Energy
infrastructure continues to be targeted by Russian
strikes, and two people died in Kamyanske on

The displaced people from Zaporizhzhia region
receive assistance in district hubs, but there
are no hubs for Donetsk and Luhansk peo-
ple... this isn’t right. And local residents, they
also need more help, but there is practically

29 Jan after triggering a landmine.

Zaporizhzhia oblast governor Oleksandr Starukh

nothing for them. (male, 20s, Zaporizhzhia)

Travel between government-controlled and oc-

was dismissed on 24 Jan in connection with a se-
ries of dramatic corruption allegations that shook
Ukraine last month. Local sources responded pos-
itively to the dismissal, with some even anticipat-
ing deputy head Zlata Nekrasova’s resignation:
“People took Starukh’s resignation with hope,
this somehow cheered them up. But everyone is
waiting for news of a new appointment.” A major
grievance with the local government was the dis-
tribution of aid, particularly regarding support to

people with damaged homes.

cupied parts of Zaporizhzhia oblast through the
Vasylivka-Kamyanske checkpoint continues to be
closed, with respondents expressing doubts that it
will open again in light of the attempted Russian of-
fensive. Efforts to integrate occupied Melitopol into
Russia were stepped up during the reporting peri-
od, with over 800 Russian police officers brought
in, plans to open new prisons (Melitopol mayor
Ivan Federov estimates that 700 civilians are cur-
rently held prisoner), and preparations underway
for local elections (as in other occupied areas). The
region continues to show signs of resistance, in-
cluding a 24 Jan car bombing in Berdyansk.


https://t.me/starukhofficial/4602
https://twitter.com/AFP/status/1616781559276740610
https://goo.gl/maps/R4DqrvGUuNjg2JkT9
https://goo.gl/maps/pcDT36HCtK27XyXv5
https://t.me/starukhofficial/4623
https://t.me/starukhofficial/4623
https://t.me/starukhofficial/4623
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02EVFR4DNtzRQJbfeR3kWryJtFcauBu5GQPejpNbSuGaRiUY3BM49oePWrosvrwRe6l&id=100004385703829
https://sprotyv.mod.gov.ua/2023/01/23/rosiyany-rozgortayut-dodatkovi-shpytali-cherez-velyki-vtraty-na-zaporizkomu-napryamku/
https://t.me/dneproperatyv/53882
https://goo.gl/maps/wschG7i9ucPjjmfK6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oleksandr_Starukh
https://suspilne.media/365872-zelenskij-zvilniv-staruha-oficijno/
https://goo.gl/maps/W8DXSX9kepQHVCfR7
https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_melitopol/1263
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202301240007?index=3&rangeSize=1
https://t.me/ivan_fedorov_melitopol/1254
https://uatv.ua/uk/kreml-gotuye-vybory-na-okupovanyh-terytoriyah-ukrayiny-shho-v-planah-i-dolya-kolaborantiv-video/
https://uatv.ua/uk/kreml-gotuye-vybory-na-okupovanyh-terytoriyah-ukrayiny-shho-v-planah-i-dolya-kolaborantiv-video/
https://uatv.ua/uk/kreml-gotuye-vybory-na-okupovanyh-terytoriyah-ukrayiny-shho-v-planah-i-dolya-kolaborantiv-video/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid02uozfHfpcRK56V2cpUfy6hcVbziC928M1K4YEhFFodEYLEcGTeCMiHsgG38RCNj8Bl&id=100085355573410&paipv=0&eav=AfZ8amdGi9Jm10x0Ig5PfSks9_ahLchWffQonXQNx4hgwgNutnsCEo1uUxHMlvD_k9Y&_rdr
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/WD1Uc8pZTBB9s29Q9
https://goo.gl/maps/94H4hjZ35NwKSSQT8
https://goo.gl/maps/Sh7p9S5Lj93yRMUp9
https://goo.gl/maps/7TWniHMThDYNaPKH7

Source: OCHA Ukraine
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POPULATION: 1,001,598

MAIN CITIES: Kherson 279,131; Nova Kakhovka (occupied) 44,427

KHERSON OBLAST

Artillery and rocket attacks continued along
the Dnipro River, which divides Kherson’s Rus-
sian-controlled left bank from the liberated right
bank. Major reported security incidents on the
right bank included a 25 Jan artillery strike that
killed two civilians in Beryslav, a 26 Jan rocket at-
tack that killed one employee at the Kochubeivka
village council, and a series of strikes on 29 Jan
that killed three and damaged an oblast hospital
in Kherson city.

The recovery of right-bank Kherson continues
in fits and starts, hampered by a volatile secu-
rity situation and what residents say is systemic
mismanagement by local and oblast authorities.
On 24 Jan, oblast governor Yaroslav Yanushevych
was dismissed together with his counterparts in
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, and Sumy following
corruption allegations. Whether this will help to
rehabilitate the reputation of local officials is un-
clear. In the words of one Kherson city man in his
40s, though:

It’s hard to imagine that views of the author-
ities could get any worse. But they're trying
— they’ve got a friendly competition going for
who can be the worst.

Availability of medical care was a sore point for
respondents. On one hand, a woman in Vely-
ka Oleksandrivka spoke positively of the free

consultations and medication provided by Doc-
tors Without Borders in that hard-hit rural area. Yet
in Kherson city, where demand for care is great-
er and standards may be higher, people speak of
chaos. With the outflow of doctors, frequency of
grave injuries from incoming fire, and dearth of
medical equipment, medical staff are reportedly
triaging quite ruthlessly. Per a man in his 40s who
had struggled to get care for his ailing mother:

No one views patients over 70 as people — I'm
not even talking about those 80 and up. No
one’s interested. ... They don’t want to admit
people for inpatient care at that age at all.

Respondents also complained about lack of ac-
cess to basic medicines. One man, a market trad-
er, was so disturbed by perceived price-gouging
at pharmacies that he now saw some of the former
occupiers’ policies in a good light:

When it comes to pharmacies | side with the
Russian ghouls — they categorically and unam-
biguously closed down all the commercial phar-
macies. That’s the right thing to do! Right now
they’re just writing whatever price they feel
like on the label. And people are still buying,
because they need the treatment. (man, 30s,
Kherson city — he was likely referring to the oc-
cupiers’ policies of price controls for basic med-
icines, and of opening Russian government-af-
filiated pharmacies at medical institutions.)

CRITICAL AREAS SITUATION REPORT 02 FEBRUARY 2023
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https://hromadske.radio/news/2023/01/25/okupanty-obstrilialy-mahazyn-u-beryslavi-ie-zahybli-ta-poraneni
https://goo.gl/maps/xDUde6DNSBE7XLkw6
https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/np/_rossiyane-obstrelyali-selsovet-v-dnepropetrovskoj-oblasti-ubili-rabotnika/1130747
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kochubeivka,+Kherson+Oblast,+74012/@47.4976862,33.2013868,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40c4c579a755f511:0xd1929b6ed1c7660!8m2!3d47.4980826!4d33.2116627
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2023/01/29/7387013/
https://lb.ua/news/2023/01/25/543709_eksgolova_hersonskoi_ova_yanushevich.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Velyka+Oleksandrivka,+Kherson+Oblast,+74100/@47.3246837,33.2599811,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40c4be353afc5b45:0xbc4313b7173b492e!8m2!3d47.3211543!4d33.3032699
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Velyka+Oleksandrivka,+Kherson+Oblast,+74100/@47.3246837,33.2599811,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40c4be353afc5b45:0xbc4313b7173b492e!8m2!3d47.3211543!4d33.3032699
https://t.me/hercon_ru/3152
https://goo.gl/maps/kpdf78zrTJ4CbckM7
https://goo.gl/maps/YZoz5LBDkSChfWrd6
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POPULATION: 1,091,4821 (gov’t est 2022)

MAIN CITIES: Mykolaiv 470,011 (2022), est. 230,000 present as of 24 June; Pervomaisk 62,426

MYKOLAIV OBLAST

Mykolaiv oblast continues to enjoy relative respite
from the constant shelling it experienced prior to
the Russian retreat from Kherson, though the re-
gion does see occasional strikes (especially in
coastal Ochakiv). Mines continue to pose a dan-
ger to residents; in Liubomyrivka village, a car hit
a mine on 21 Jan, wounding three adults and one
infant. Notwithstanding security threats, power
outages, or persistent issues with drinking water,
during the reporting period respondents noted a
wave of returnees and new IDPs to Mykolaiv city,
potentially driven by cheap rent and improving
communal infrastructure (for example, streetlights
were turned on for the first time since the start of
the war). Residents say this gives rise to increased
feelings of normalcy in a long-suffering city:

People have started coming back, our social
circles have expanded, we’ve started talking to
each other again. We’re meeting in cafes... re-
turning to our old lives. Phone calls are more
than just a short “how are you?" We’'re start-
ing to share more details of what life looks like
now. (woman, 40s, Mykolaiv).

Nearly all respondents noted a sharp increase in
the mobilization of men: “We see summonses ev-
erywhere, in public places, on the street.” Many
reported that conscription officers had started

enlisting significantly older men, sometimes
those with health conditions, provoking frustra-
tion among locals.

Stores continue to be stocked, but price hikes
on gas, food, and medicine make these essential
commodities less accessible. Locals report few
affordable options for medical care, with free op-
tions often requiring long lines or wait times. Mul-
tiple sources said that humanitarian aid has been
greatly reduced in the oblast capital and that much
of what remains is resold in stores and street mar-
kets. Rebuilding damaged homes continues to be
a major need, with city officials prioritizing support
to condominiums and homeowners’ associations,
which locals say sometimes comes at the cost of
supporting individual households to make nec-
essary repairs.

In spite of whispers of corruption in the Mykolaiv
mayor’s office, respondents were unusually san-
guine about their local authorities, possibly in
light of the improving living conditions in the city.
President Volodymyr Zelensky visited the oblast
capital with the Danish prime minister in late Jan-
uary, and spoke about the possibility of opening
Mykolaiv’s ports to grain exports, which would
provide jobs and spur economic development.


https://t.me/mykolaivskaODA/4095?fbclid=IwAR3y5Z9OBMoInO3CLGKFxfDpQf25aQQEcv84vFsQ6p2vMAc7N-xfBcuppHE
https://t.me/mykolaivskaODA/4186
https://goo.gl/maps/kH7PFHkochbo3aQv7
https://goo.gl/maps/fqtFgq3m5RWMZ23j9
https://t.me/mykolaivskaoblrada/5044
https://t.me/mykolaivskaoblrada/5044
https://t.me/senkevichonline/3755
https://nikvesti.com/ru/news/politics/263833
https://www.president.gov.ua/news/u-mikolayevi-glava-derzhavi-razom-iz-premyer-ministrom-daniy-80681
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-economy/3662332-zelenskij-cas-rozsiriti-zernovu-iniciativu-na-porti-mikolaivsini.html
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3eGc8P3fgWokYh6
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-mykolayiv-obstrili-senkevych/31911643.html?fbclid=IwAR2trXw_eKhzEEPeMQbbP8auGDCTNaP9YcIzFyNbm5hiS0gVsoKPcOnIGhE
https://goo.gl/maps/qhBwX47wP9tbWTbK9

Source: OCHA Ukraine
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% ASSESSED RUSSIAN ADVANCES

¢ of Crimea

[ CLAIMED RUSSIAN CONTROL

ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLED TERRITORY

POPULATION: 2,351,392 (2022)

MAIN CITIES: Odesa 1,010,537; Izmail 69,932; Chernomorsk 57,983; Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi 47,727

ODESA OBLAST

The key security incident of the reporting period
was a 26 Jan hit on several unspecified compo-
nents of the oblast’s energy grid, which occurred
in tandem with strikes throughout the country that
morning. While no casualties were reported, the
impact on day-to-day life was stark.

Oblast officials announced immediately after the
strike that repairs would take “some time.” Accord-
ing to local sources, parts of Odesa city spent the
next four days without power. Businesses shut
down, and electrical transport stopped running,
keeping people from work and crucial errands.
Odesa’s energy shortages may pale in compar-
ison to the wide-ranging struggles of more war-
torn oblasts, but they still put the long-term sur-
vival of small businesses at potential risk. In the
telling of a restaurant owner in Odesa city,

It felt like we were starting to get back into
the swing of things — we’d gotten used to
the scheduled power outages and using the
equipment [i.e. generators] to prepare pizza
and the other dishes on our menu. But... due to
the emergency shutoffs, we had to close down
our facility and send all the service staff on va-
cation at our expense. (man, 50s, Odesa city)

Local sources in Odesa city report a steady influx
of IDPs, accompanied by a steady trickle of people
leaving for the winter due to the unstable power
supply. Other parts of the oblast also continue to
see numerous comings and goings. For example,
in Dolynske, IDPs are being steadily lured by low
housing prices and effective aid provision. At the
same time, residents are being conscripted in no-
ticeable numbers, per a local teacher who said
several colleagues had gone off to fight.

As in other research locations, respondents are
preoccupied with the busy pace of mobilization,
and with the firm belief that the numbers of dead
and wounded on the Donbas frontline are far
higher than the government admits publicly.
One, a civil servant in Odesa city, noted that men
in his line of work appear particularly likely to be
conscripted. “I've already managed to bury five
people | know,” he added.
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https://t.me/odeskaODA/1115
https://t.me/odeskaODA/1115
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Dolyns'ke,+Odessa+Oblast,+66442/@47.6506628,29.7032984,8z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x40cec7678459cfb3:0x577f83a8498d8bdc!8m2!3d47.5296619!4d29.9222597
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/Xy7QaSkLQWLGCPg99
https://goo.gl/maps/t1JX2TFTBZQaBdpp9
https://goo.gl/maps/8ZmYsCL7AMR6T3gX9
https://goo.gl/maps/LLRwG8muDruLusNp6
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KHARKIV OBLAST

Since mid-January, a series of Russian air at-
tacks have been recorded in Chuhuiv, Kupyansk,
lzyum, and Kharkiv districts. The daily incidents
have resulted in severe damage to civilian infra-
structure. Artillery strikes killed three people and
injured six on 20 and 26 Jan. On 29 Jan, a missile
hit an apartment block in the center of Kharkiv,
killing one civilian and injuring two. Landmine det-
onations on 21 and 27 Jan in the Izyumskyi raion
resulted in four casualties, pointing to the critical
need for mine clearance activities and explosive
ordnance education.

Despite the security situation, utility provision
in the oblast and capital city is relatively stable.
Short-term electricity and water outages occur
immediately after the shelling of critical infrastruc-
ture, but respondents praised local authorities for
addressing these promptly. For instance, a resi-
dent in her 20s noted: “Quite often, there is heat-
ing, water, and electricity in my apartment, which
is, in my opinion, an indicator of the good work of
local authorities,” adding, “local authorities strive
to support business in the region.”

However, this positivity is not universal and Kharkiv
interviewees stressed that people are polarized in
their attitudes toward local authorities. As a retired
man from Vovchansk put it:

Some respect and understand the decisions of
the local administration, while others only no-
tice cases of money laundering, corruption, and
banditry. Everyone is confident in the central
government in Kyiv, but opinions differ regard-
ing the local administration.

Respondents identified the socio-economic sit-
uation in the region as their key concern. All in-
terviewees complained of high unemployment
and the negative consequences of the relocation
of key enterprises to other parts of the country.
Nevertheless, respondents continued to note
some positive economic dynamics in Kharkiv city,
where some enterprises and shops have resumed
operations. Given the early, perhaps premature,
indications of economic recovery, Kharkiv city
respondents expressed their intention to stay
put unless the security situation deteriorates
significantly.

As in previous reporting periods, respondents
spoke of a need for swifter housing reconstruc-
tion, noting that renovation is relatively prompt in
Kharkiv city center while residents of other areas,
(such as Staryi Saltiv, experience long waits.


https://goo.gl/maps/EEy6yBDVaLPMjGXx9
https://goo.gl/maps/XvDsE27JtV2Gjguc9
https://goo.gl/maps/6V1JHbzDPJdLRZkP7
https://goo.gl/maps/DwwHEg8Pxq5u98rz9
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/119324&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1675279200028053&usg=AOvVaw2T6HqQgJCd6fnCMPSu2Rfc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/119324&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1675279200028053&usg=AOvVaw2T6HqQgJCd6fnCMPSu2Rfc
https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/119285
https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/119368
https://suspilne.media/366770-rosijski-vijskovi-29-sicna-obstrilali-kiivskij-rajon-harkova-e-poraneni/
https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/119294
https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/news/119368
https://goo.gl/maps/Db67SS23SGBc4azY6
https://suspilne.media/304732-za-cas-vtorgnenna-z-harkivsini-poihali-218-pidpriemstv-minekonomiki/
https://www.slk.kh.ua/oblast-online/harkiv/u-harkovi-vidnovluut-robotu-supermarketi-apteki-zoomagazini-hto-pracue.html
https://suspilne.media/351862-u-harkovi-vidnovili-pidizd-budinku-na-kooperativnij-v-akij-torik-vlitku-vlucila-rosijska-raketa/
https://goo.gl/maps/qGeMG1cTkoEm4ZyNA
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/joZ8AqvNNDByo9P27
https://goo.gl/maps/RpGXzoSigCAzUNgb8

Source: OCHA Ukraine
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POPULATION: 1,035,772 (gov’t est. 2022)

MAIN CITIES: Sumy 256,474; Konotop 83,543; Shostka 71,966

SUMY OBLAST

Sumy oblast border raions (Bilopilskyi, Pu-
tyviskyi, Hluhivskyi, Sumskyi, Shostkynskyi,

Krasnopilskyi and Velykopysarivskyi) continue to
suffer from Russian attacks. An artillery strike on
23 Jan killed a 19-year-old girl and injured her fam-
ily members. A missile damaged a state-owned
enterprise in Shostka during a series of strikes on
five territorial hromadas on 31 Jan.

Among the most frustrating developments re-
spondents noted were "daily funerals [of the
Ukrainian military] throughout the region" and
the apparent corruption of some local officials.
On 24 Jan, President Zelenskyy dismissed the
oblast governor, after which the Security Service
of Ukraine searched the office of his deputy and
the home of the head of the oblast council. Some
respondents welcomed the dismissal and regret-
ted that the officials in question had “not been
punished for theft.”

Local sources had a gloomy outlook on the econ-
omy, which they identified as their primary con-
cern. "Everything will be horrible," per a Sumy city
man in his 50s, whose views were fairly represen-
tative. However, respondents did note the emer-
gence of new income-generating activities in the
region, including logistics, the sale of electrical

equipment, production of instant food for human-
itarian kits, and work in humanitarian organiza-
tions’ call centers.

Among the main impediments to economic recov-
ery are frequent power outages. According to a
middle-aged business owner: "The enterprise
works according to the power cuts schedule. Pro-
duction volume has declined, and some employ-
ees' contracts have been terminated. In addition,
we’re experiencing some difficulties with the mar-
ket, as some of my customers are in the occupied
areas."

Despite the pessimism, many respondents plan to
stay put due to family ties, work commitments, or
a desire to help.

Although humanitarian aid is being delivered to
the region, some local sources have given up
trying to access it after several unsuccessful at-
tempts. A middle-aged woman complained that
despite meeting the qualifications for aid, she has
not received any to date, unlike others in similar
circumstances. Locals would benefit from great-
er clarity around the criteria for receiving aid, as
perceived inequity may lead to grievances and
social resentment.
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https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/PwQAsJeFTDW2iKUT7
https://goo.gl/maps/4R315FaD9xtq5vYu7
https://goo.gl/maps/FHCf7HgoaqrZhzKn8
https://goo.gl/maps/ijNEgvg5tgJAHkBMA
https://goo.gl/maps/56v53P48ifZYumDa8
https://goo.gl/maps/56v53P48ifZYumDa8
https://goo.gl/maps/ejYqT8d98zBGZ9ZY8
https://goo.gl/maps/iFXvCcddRtKgeY38A
https://goo.gl/maps/JMTSeHKUDF17nw838
https://goo.gl/maps/ND3jBAB9tSyVTxov8
https://goo.gl/maps/jABgFLvJgs7Pb2Lv5
https://sumy.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_t=rec&id=326571&fp=10
https://suspilne.media/371185-na-pidpriemstvi-u-sostci-na-sumsini-stavsa-vibuh-ok-pivnic/
https://t.me/Sumy_news_ODA/14215
https://www.president.gov.ua/documents/392023-45645#:~:text=%D0%97%D0%B2%D1%96%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%20%D0%96%D0%98%D0%92%D0%98%D0%A6%D0%AC%D0%9A%D0%9E%D0%93%D0%9E%20%D0%94%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%20%D0%9E%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%96%D0%B9%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B0%20%D0%B7,%D0%B7%D0%B3%D1%96%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%BE%20%D0%B7%20%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%8E%20%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BC%20%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%8F%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%8E.
https://sumy.today/news/politics/33145-u-sumakh-pid-budynkom-holovy-oblrady-zibralysia-sbushnyky.html
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POPULATION: 959,315 (gov’t est 2022)
MAIN CITIES: Chernihiv (282,747); Nizhyn 65,830

CHERNIHIV OBLAST

As in previous reporting periods, the northern re-
gion of Chernihiv oblast (Novhorod-Siverskyi and
Koryukivskyi) has been experiencing daily shell-
ing. On 29 Jan mortars struck villages 11 times. As
a result of continued attacks, power outages have
become more frequent.

Interviewees identified mobilization as a major
concern. According to one man from Kolychivka,
"Every third man in the village has already been
conscripted. The number of funerals has signifi-
cantly increased." A respondent in his 30s from
Chernihiv city added, "A new wave of mobilization
is causing panic among my friends."

Respondents noted the sporadic reopening of
businesses. However, they stated that they could
"only afford the essentials" (man, 40s, Chernihiv
city) and did not anticipate a quick economic re-
covery in the region, owing to frequent blackouts
and proximity to Russia and Belarus.

An entrepreneur in his 40s added that much of
this agricultural region has been contaminated
with mines, and that "this year [2022], [only] 30
percent of fields were sown." The oblast’s peri-
odic, weather-related struggles with logistics and
transportation could also undermine commerce:
for example, rising water levels in the Desna and

Seim rivers temporarily suspended travel between
Novgorod-Siverskyi and Baturynskyi districts
during the reporting period. (On the plus side, the
pontoon bridge across the Desna re-opened 23
Jan, easing travel to Chernihiv city — see 19 Jan
Situation Report.) At the same time, some are
working to develop new marketable skills: "Young
people have begun to study new professions on-
line,” per a Chernihiv city man in his 30s, “since
courses are free."

Most interviewees characterized local author-
ities’ performance as satisfactory, stating they
help repair buildings, provide generators for shel-
ters, and install modular houses. However, some
respondents complained about corruption and
unfair or inefficient aid distribution. As one stat-
ed, "There have been many promises to restore
homes; people have been waiting, but have nev-
er received help. In the village, many houses have
been destroyed, but owners have only been giv-
en a few wooden boards. Is it possible to rebuild
a house with a couple of boards?" Nevertheless,
respondents do not intend to flee and voiced the
need for financial assistance and psychological
support to cope with grief, "endless stress" (wom-
an, 50s, Chernihiv city), and "domestic violence"
(man, 40s, Kolychivka).



https://goo.gl/maps/CdnHPPTniLsee78v9
https://goo.gl/maps/bZC69nVkhJQZpJfK7
https://lb.ua/society/2023/01/29/544114_okupanti_obstrilyali_chernigivshchinu.html
https://goo.gl/maps/o8Pg6fB8x4xZTYYp8
https://uk-ua.facebook.com/noviycn/videos/1624959024234188/
https://t.me/chernigivskaODA/6125
https://ch.ukravtodor.gov.ua/press/news/53879.html
https://leftbankanalytics.org/situation-reports/critical-areas-situation-report-19jan23/
https://leftbankanalytics.org/situation-reports/critical-areas-situation-report-19jan23/
http://che.cn.ua/index.php/different/events/item/7856-humanitarna-dopomoha-potuzhnymy-heneratoramy
https://reinform.com.ua/20390/u-chernigovi-zvodyat-modulne-mistechko-za-groshi-tovarystva-chervonogo-hresta-ukrayiny/
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/MdtvURpJ5EzUSnqP7
https://goo.gl/maps/ZqTcmsGNmcGFFQVK6
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