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Bakhmut, Donetsk oblast - Kostiantyn Liberov

V O L .  2  |  N O . 5

CRITICAL AREAS
S ITUAT ION R E POR T
KEY ThEMES › rEcOMMENDaTIONS FOr DONOrS aND aID acTOrS   
LUhaNSK OBLaST (OccUPIED) › OccUPIED DONETSK OBLaST › NOrThErN DONETSK OBLaST (Gca) 
› DNIPrOPETrOVSK OBLaST › ZaPOrIZhZhIa OBLaST › KhErSON OBLaST › MYKOLaIV OBLaST ›  
ODESa OBLaST › KharKIV OBLaST › SUMY OBLaST › chErNIhIV OBLaST 



C R I T I C A L  A R E A S  S I T U AT I O N  R E P O R T   2 3  M a r c h  2 0 2 3

Sea of Azov

Black Sea

BELARUS

REPUBLIC OF
MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

 RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

POLAND

SLOVAKIA

HUNGARY

CHERNIHIV

MYKOLAIV

KHERSON

ZAPORIZHZHIA

Melitopol

DONETSK

Mariupol

KRAMATORSK

Severodonetsk

LUHANSK

ODESA

KYIV

KHARKIV

SUMY

LVIV

DNIPRO

Kryvyi Rih

CHERNIVTSI

BUCHAREST

CHISINAU

ROSTOV ON DON

Gomel

Rzeszow

U K R A I N E

arEa OF aNaLYSIS



01
C

R
IT

IC
A

L
 A

R
E

A
S

 S
IT

U
A

T
IO

N
 R

E
P

O
R

T
  

2
3

 M
a

r
c

h
 2

0
2

3

KEY THEMES

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
DONORS AND AID ACTORS

MAP LEGEND
caPITaL OBLaST caPITaL ‘LPr’ / ‘DPr’ caPITaL NOTaBLE SETTLEMENTS

‘DPr’ PrE 24 FEB ‘LPr’ PrE 24 FEB

 › Throughout occupied areas, research participants expressed 
disillusionment with certain aspects of their territories’ ‘inte-
gration’ into the russian Federation. This is true for a range 
of respondents, including some who expressed strong an-
ti-Ukrainian views, and some who, on the other hand, said 
they hoped for liberation. Key complaints included pressure 
to obtain russian passports and the onerous bureaucracy that 
doing so entails, and the use of heavy-handed indoctrination 
tactics in schools. 

 › With security conditions in the northeastern sections of Kharkiv 
and Donetsk oblasts continuing to decline, further displace-
ment is likely. Families escaping from Kharkiv oblast hotspots 
such as Kupyansk district and the Vovchansk area will in many 
cases be able to remain within their home oblast, as is often 
their preference. however, this option is becoming less viable 
for Donetsk oblast evacuees, as the front line inches closer to 
the relatively safe havens of Kramatorsk and Slovyansk. 

 › Throughout the government-controlled areas surveyed, pub-
lic concerns related to socioeconomic conditions, equitable 
resource distribution, and fair treatment under the law loom 
large. This is especially true in cities like Zaporizhzhia and 
Mykolaiv, where the threat of incoming fire and power cuts has 
receded (albeit not vanished). Of particular concern are unem-
ployment, provisions for displaced persons, perceptions of un-
fair mobilization practices, and frustration with the continued 
disrepair of damaged housing. 

 › To the extent that frustration with de facto authorities in occu-
pied areas yields an opening for outreach to their populations, 
Kyiv and its supporters should strike a contrast with russian 
propaganda tactics by providing actionable information and 
concrete support. Outreach should take the form of, inter alia, 
continued support to students and teachers working within the 
Ukrainian education curriculum while under occupation (see 
our forthcoming piece Education in Front-line and Occupied 
areas), and information about how to safely leave occupied 
parts of Ukraine through the routes available. 

 › as recommended in the previous Situation report, stakehold-
ers should support information campaigns to educate residents 
of highly insecure areas under Ukrainian control, including 
northeastern Kharkiv, front-line parts of Donetsk oblast, and 
sections of Kherson along the Dnipro river, about the financial 
and housing support available to them upon evacuation. 

aSSESSED rUSSIaN cONTrOLLED TErrITOrYaSSESSED rUSSIaN aDVaNcES

cLaIMED rUSSIaN cONTrOLcLaIMED UKraINIaN cONTrOL

https://leftbankanalytics.org/situation-reports/critical-areas-situation-report-09-mar-2023/
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Per Ukrainian authorities, less than 5% of Luhansk 
oblast remains under government control, with 
comparatively stable battle lines drawn around 
the settlements of Kreminna and Svatove, amid 
periodic russian attempts to storm Bilohorivka. 
Key informants reported a substantial military 
presence in the newly-occupied settlements of 
Starobilsk, Novoaidar, Novopskov, and rubizhne, 
as well as long-occupied areas such as antratsyt: 

I’m feeling more and more anxious around peo-
ple in camouflage; even just looking at them 
makes me want to run away. There are so many 
of them, so many strangers not from around 
here, and it’s as if they all smell of blood. (Wom-
an, Antratsyt)

Per local sources, there is no internet access in 
Severodonetsk and Starobilsk; one respondent 
claimed that troops “do not allow” locals to access 
the internet. respondents in areas occupied pri-
or to 2022, such as Voznesenivka (chervonopar-
tizansk) and Panchenkove, reported increased 
police-led security checks, speculating these may 
be motivated by rumors that Ukrainian reconnais-
sance units have entered the occupied territories 
in preparation for a spring counterattack. Mean-
while, in areas occupied in 2022, respondents 
reported an atmosphere of distrust as neigh-
bors denounce each other to local authorities, 

who detain and torture those suspected of pro-
Ukrainian views: 

They searched my house for four hours. They 
turned everything inside out. Luckily, I’d man-
aged to throw my phone into the well outside. 
My neighbors turned me in. Then, guys showed 
up in masks with weapons. They put me in 
handcuffs. [...] My son is fighting for Ukraine. 
They found his uniform and took me to the de-
tention center. I was there for 18 days. They 
tortured me … knocked out three teeth, and 
broke two ribs. (Man, northern Luhansk oblast) 

Meanwhile, the bureaucratic processes of ‘in-
tegration’ into the russian Federation remain 
onerous. For example, community social media 
platforms report that locals are being made to 
provide translations of documents from Ukrainian 
to russian in order to receive passports, despite a 
Kremlin decree exempting residents of ‘new sub-
jects’ from this requirement. While russia plans 
to raise the draft age from 18–27 to 21–30, Lu-
hansk authorities are making efforts to register 
those born in 2006 for military service. This may, 
respondents said, be an effort to compensate for 
shortages of men suitable for conscription left in 
the oblast. Meanwhile, servicemen and the elderly 
claiming pensions from both Ukraine and the de 
facto authorities were cited by one respondent as 
the only thing keeping local economies afloat.

LUHANSK OBLAST (OCCUPIED)  

POPULaTION: 2,102,291 (Ukrainian gov’t est. 2022) 
MaIN cITIES: Luhansk 397,677; alchevsk 106,062; Severodonetsk 99,067; Lysychansk 93,340; Khrustalnyi (Krasnyi Luch) 
79,533; Dovzhansk (Sverdlovsk) 62,691; rubizhne 55,247

‘DPR’ p
re 24 Feb

‘LPR’ pre 24 Feb
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https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/9664
https://t.me/serhiy_hayday/9679
https://goo.gl/maps/RziZc25Jq1d58LVL9
https://goo.gl/maps/oquZj35pexRCNYiBA
https://goo.gl/maps/A9BCzPVbXQ2wzPAXA
https://goo.gl/maps/TTj7K821AjZZqh8Z6
https://goo.gl/maps/PRtiXsTsnnA7FP8N7
https://goo.gl/maps/1KXuYhRmi44xrwf37
https://goo.gl/maps/ukLd3nxV4YXcTaVHA
https://vchaspik.ua/regiony/549129-vot-eto-zhizn-nastala-chtoby-pozvonit-nado-kuda-ehat-kak-seychas-vyglyadit-internet-v
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Voznesenivka,+Luhansk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+94830/@48.0713684,39.7980114,13z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x40e1e40fe6bb3551:0xc8cf8b4a6c074aea!8m2!3d48.0778483!4d39.7955373!16zL20vMGd0cTNr
https://goo.gl/maps/CsZLnH4bPDbDFCLJ8
https://xn--b1acdsycapm.com/2023/03/ukrainskie-drg-aktivizirovalis-na-uchastke-vozle-svatovo-i-kremennoj-marochko/
https://xn--b1acdsycapm.com/2023/03/ukrainskie-drg-aktivizirovalis-na-uchastke-vozle-svatovo-i-kremennoj-marochko/
https://t.me/TLRes/505
https://t.me/TLRes/505
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202212260018
https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1636983218325823488
https://lug-info.com/documents/ukaz-glavy-lnr-o-sozdanii-komissij-po-pervonachal-noj-postanovke-grazhdan-na-voinskij-uchet-i-provedenii-pervonachal-noj-postanovki-grazhdan-2006-goda-rozhdeniya-i-starshih-vozrastov-v-2023-godu
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Luhansk,+Luhansk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+91000/@48.5802062,39.2168842,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x411fc564844c6285:0xf8e02e7e879e7164!8m2!3d48.5740374!4d39.307816
https://goo.gl/maps/nBejRmuqTxUATacS9
https://goo.gl/maps/cXjejh8PqronCMhF7
https://goo.gl/maps/eaN2ThQDV6xjP8Uq6
https://goo.gl/maps/Kuqy1RE14YCc9mXV8
https://goo.gl/maps/2t5V6g64GVLZQom59
https://goo.gl/maps/iotKwcX9Lv6k3RqQ8
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De facto authorities reported nine civilian deaths 
from incoming fire between 9–21 March, including 
one child. The majority of reported deaths and in-
juries occurred in Donetsk city, although two res-
idents of Volnovakha were also allegedly killed. 

Donetsk city residents interviewed during the re-
porting period voiced consternation that Mariupol 
– which received a visit from Vladimir Putin on 
19 March – is, in their view, consuming all the re-
sources available to their de facto authorities. One 
described it as an up-and-coming place to do busi-
ness, noting that an acquaintance was planning 
to open a fast-food chain there. These accounts 
contrast strongly with testimonies from Mariupol 
residents themselves, who continue to speak of 
neighbors eking out an existence on aid parcels 
and living in buildings that are unsafe for habita-
tion. resentment toward Mariupolites on the part 
of Donetsk residents could be linked to propagan-
da: pro-Kremlin Telegram channels, for example, 
have published a series of strikingly similar posts 
that paint Mariupol residents as ungrateful and an-
tagonistic toward their Donetsk neighbors. 

In other respects, the perspectives of respon-
dents in Donetsk and Mariupol align – particularly 
on the view that the process of ‘integration’ into 
the russian Federation is proving a bit tiresome. 

In both cities, locals characterized acquiring rus-
sian passports as a grueling, yet unavoidable 
chore. They also opined in equal measure that the 
school curriculum has been hijacked by an indoc-
trination agenda. a schoolteacher in the Donetsk 
city suburbs, who professed strong support for 
russia, complained, 

Instead of being an online teacher, I’m becom-
ing an online pioneer troop leader. And that’s 
not what I want to be doing. 

She went on to speak of deep disillusionment 
with the ‘integration’ process in her social cir-
cle, driven by the persistent danger and poverty 
in which she and others live. Granted, she hinted 
that this disillusionment is more likely to mani-
fest in further de-politicization than in protest: 

Integration is proceeding in fits. […] People are 
overwhelmed with disappointment. Because 
what’s happening isn’t what we wanted in 2014. 
Among themselves, people are saying that we 
were simply fooled, but you can’t change any-
thing now. […] When you start thinking about 
everything that’s happening, it’s scary, so it’s 
better not to think, but to live. To solve every-
day, practical issues. 

‘DPR’ p
re 24 Feb

‘LPR’ pre 24 FebD n i p rop etrovsk
O b last

D o n e t s k  O b l a s t

Zapor izhzhia
O b last

Lu h an sk
O b last

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

DONETSK

Mariupol

10 20 40 km0

ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLLED TERRITORY

CLAIMED UKRAINIAN CONTROL

ASSESSED RUSSIAN ADVANCES

CLAIMED RUSSIAN CONTROL

OCCUPIED DONETSK OBLAST

POPULaTION: no official estimate 
MaIN cITIES: Donetsk 901,645 (Ukrainian gov’t est. 2022); Mariupol 425,681 (est. 2022); Makiivka (part of greater Donetsk city) 
338,968 (est. 2022); horlivka 239,828 (est. 2022); Yenakieve 76,673 (est. 2022)

https://t.me/DNR_SCKK
https://goo.gl/maps/Hj7EsNJ1ov3kyvps6
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-makes-surprise-trip-mariupol-first-occupied-donbas-ukraine-2023-03-19/
https://t.me/mariupolnow/27000
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Donetsk,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@47.9902621,37.6214371,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e0909500919a2d:0x36335efdc5856f84!8m2!3d48.015883!4d37.80285
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/rDyiURhoTgYpdsaj6
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Makiivka,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+86100/@48.0456763,37.8230366,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e08e984a0db9a9:0xe4e52efde2e0641c!8m2!3d48.0459557!4d37.9666901
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Horlivka,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.3337505,37.9519644,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40e0771768f45635:0xf32c9f2b30776f2c!8m2!3d48.3071!4d38.029633
https://goo.gl/maps/ZcD5rU42yhLZhM1B8
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heavy fighting continues along the front line of 
Donetsk oblast, in particular in Bakhmut, avdiivka, 
and Vuhledar. according to the wartime adminis-
tration, 22 civilian lives were lost between 9–21 
March. Key informants also reported increased 
strikes in settlements further from the front, for ex-
ample, damage to six multi-story buildings in the 
center of Kramatorsk on 14 March. 

as per previous reports, respondents remain ex-
tremely satisfied with the provision of humani-
tarian aid, giving it a perfect score on a ten-point 
scale. however, cash assistance initiatives seem 
to be making very tentative inroads. Only one el-
derly respondent, in Slovyansk, reported regularly 
receiving financial aid from an unspecified ‘interna-
tional organization.’ Other respondents said they 
or their friends had registered on the online plat-
form E-dopomoga in May 2022, but did not know 
of anyone who had yet been approved for direct 
cash assistance. Further, research participants 
claimed that little to nothing is being done to re-
construct damaged buildings, as local authorities 
and volunteers only clear away debris and provide 
makeshift fixes to partially damaged structures. 

Evacuation from front-line areas continues, espe-
cially from the town of Kostyantynivka. #VseBud-
eDobreUkraina was noted as being particularly 

helpful in facilitating evacuations. Nonetheless, 
all respondents in the oblast expressed a desire 
to stay. Indeed, for one, only those with “nothing 
to lose” could afford to leave: for her and others, 
evacuation would mean putting their property at 
risk of being occupied in their absence. Others 
felt constrained by their lack of a “financial cush-
ion” and by sentimental or practical ties to their 
hometowns. Indeed, one social worker in her 40s 
reported regularly undertaking the long commute 
to Dnipro to visit her mother in сancer care, even 
renting a prohibitively expensive apartment in the 
city. Nonetheless, she still felt bound to stay in her 
hometown of Kramatorsk. 

respondents expressed a belief that Bakhmut 
could soon fall, and characterized this as a stra-
tegic and moral loss for Ukraine:

It would mean Russian forces might be able to 
move towards Kramatorsk. Apart from that, giv-
ing up Bakhmut would damage the spirit of the 
Ukrainian army, and, perhaps, it will lead to west-
ern partners losing faith in the ZSU [Ukrainian 
military]. (Woman, 40s, Konstyantynivka)

Despite fears of the battles ahead, research par-
ticipants reported some positive trends, including 
improved transport within the region thanks to 
the efforts of the Donetsk railway, alongside sta-
ble prices, consistent power access, and compar-
atively low levels of crime. 

D n i p r o p e t r o v s k
O b l a s t

D o n e t s k  O b l a s t

L u h a n s k  O b l a s t

K h a r k i v  O b l a s t
Severodonetsk

Lysychansk

Bakhmut

Slovyansk

KRAMATORSK

‘DPR’ p
re 24 Feb

‘LPR’ pre 24 Feb

12.5 25 km0

ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLLED TERRITORY

CLAIMED UKRAINIAN CONTROL

ASSESSED RUSSIAN ADVANCES

CLAIMED RUSSIAN CONTROL

NORTHERN DONETSK OBLAST 
(GCA)

POPULaTION: no official estimate; roughly 350,000 remain, per the governor, as of 6 July 
MaIN cITIES: Kramatorsk 147,145, roughly 50,000 remain as of 7 June; Slovyansk 105,141, roughly 23,000 remain as of 15 June; 
Bakhmut 71,094; Pokrovsk 60,127

https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-update-march-19-2023
https://goo.gl/maps/tUDxknVzoZ1kf4Er8
https://goo.gl/maps/o86eccrh31M3n4wYA
https://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda
https://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda
https://vesti.ua/donbass/rf-nanesla-raketnyj-udar-po-kramatorsku-povrezhdeno-6-mnogoetazhek#:~:text=%D0%92%D0%BE%20%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%20%D1%83%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BC%2C%2014%20%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%82%D0%B0,%D0%B2%20%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B7%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%8C%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B5%20%D1%83%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%85%20%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%20%D0%9A%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0.
https://social.edopomoga.gov.ua/
https://goo.gl/maps/hA4RdNqaeErf5A5w9
https://donbass-today.com/donbass/konstantinovka/segodnia-iz-konstantinovki-evakyirovalis-64-cheloveka/
https://donbass-today.com/donbass/konstantinovka/segodnia-iz-konstantinovki-evakyirovalis-64-cheloveka/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Kramatorsk,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/Dnepropetrovsk,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.4295845,35.5543435,9z/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x40df97a4c0ea9b9b:0x6cfddec1592678ec!2m2!1d37.58435!2d48.738967!1m5!1m1!1s0x40dbe303fd08468f:0xa1cf3d5f2c11aba!2m2!1d35.046183!2d48.464717!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Kramatorsk,+Donetsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/Dnepropetrovsk,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.4295845,35.5543435,9z/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x40df97a4c0ea9b9b:0x6cfddec1592678ec!2m2!1d37.58435!2d48.738967!1m5!1m1!1s0x40dbe303fd08468f:0xa1cf3d5f2c11aba!2m2!1d35.046183!2d48.464717!3e0
https://suspilne.media/410049-na-doneccini-priznacili-primiskij-pasazirskij-poizd/
https://www.facebook.com/DonetskRailway
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-nato-putin-moscow-donetsk-1fe59f1729bd3bc52181e02b7df24660
https://goo.gl/maps/ZkqTuZNvq3AFvs1v6
https://vp.donetsk.ua/gorod-region/gorod/108654-ya-odnoznachno-ostayus-v-gorode-intervyu-s-merom-kramatorska-aleksandrom-goncharenko
https://goo.gl/maps/jH5uhJgDWxwSB6MdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZY_buE7sSs/
https://goo.gl/maps/weGMeqyK8iVqspSL9
https://goo.gl/maps/44Y38DYs4y9dxieX7
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Dnipropetrovsk oblast came under heavy fire 
during the reporting period, with attacks target-
ing the Nikopol, Synelnykivskyie, Kryvyi rih, and 
Dnipro districts. Nikopol district saw some of its 
heaviest bombardments of the war: on 9 March, 
rocket, artillery, and drone attacks killed one man 
and injured six, including two children, in Nikopol 
city; artillery fire on 10 March killed two people 
and wounded five in chervonohryrhorivka and 
Marhanets; attacks on 15 March killed two women 
and wounded five in Marhanets.

a Nikopol city realtor in her 40s described her 
nonchalant reaction to the attacks on 9 March:

The walls were shaking. I woke up, went into 
the hallway, stood for a while, and then went 
back to sleep as if nothing had happened. I’m 
already so used to [shelling] that I almost for-
got to mention [this night] among all the shell-
ing recently.

The woman added that neither she nor her rel-
atives plan to leave the region, despite the reg-
ularity of attacks. all respondents surveyed in 
the region shared this view, including internally 
displaced persons (IDPs). More than 393,000 
IDPs have settled in Dnipropetrovsk oblast since 
the start of the full-scale invasion, according to 

Mykola Lukashuk, chair of the Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast council. however, multiple sources re-
ported that some displaced individuals have re-
turned to their homes in front-line regions and 
even in occupied territories.

Displaced pensioners reported difficulty making 
ends meet amidst rising prices. a retired miner in 
his 50s displaced from Zolote in Luhansk oblast 
said that his pension previously covered his fam-
ily’s expenses, but it had become more difficult 
to afford everything with inflation. This view was 
shared by a pensioner in her 60s displaced from 
Kramatorsk in Donetsk oblast, who noted that 
her pension barely covered her groceries. IDPs 
surveyed also spoke critically of humanitarian 
aid, citing poor coordination and ineffective aid-
in-kind. One woman reported that her daughter 
received products of little use like hand sanitizer, 
soap, and masks after standing in line for two days.

Multiple respondents also offered lackluster re-
views of local authorities. a pensioner in his 70s 
said that the quality of the regional bureaucra-
cy had declined, based on his experiences with 
pension authorities and the court system. The 
aforementioned realtor from Nikopol stated that 
residents rarely bother filing paperwork for partial 
reimbursement for repairs, citing examples of lo-
cal authorities repairing individual homes for show 
on social media while leaving others to address 
damages at their own expense.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nikopol's'kyi+district,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@47.726437,34.0200557,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x40db6100ae1a9433:0x1277c341c7980fa2!8m2!3d47.7228237!4d34.2961874
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Synel'nykivs'kyi+district,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.3104594,35.2124667,10z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x40dc02c34fe0f07d:0x5b9e03d8ecff6860!8m2!3d48.2158821!4d35.4703533!16s%2Fm%2F0hhsw33
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kryvoriz'kyi+district,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.1219279,32.5726324,9.38z/data=!4m10!1m2!2m1!1skryvyi+rih+district+oblast!3m6!1s0x40dae6b25026d45f:0x69a65b6f82225fc4!8m2!3d47.9862684!4d33.2365643!15sChprcnl2eWkgcmloIGRpc3RyaWN0IG9ibGFzdJIBFGFkbWluaXN0cmF0aXZlX2FyZWEy4AEA!16s%2Fm%2F0hhrqkp
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Dnipro+raion,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/@48.485296,34.3378117,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x40dbe11356123785:0xd818a9c496beeeec!8m2!3d48.3459295!4d34.839163!16s%2Fm%2F0hhs4tt
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2023/03/9/7392650/
https://t.me/mykola_lukashuk/3774
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chervonohryhorivka,+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+53283/@47.6271197,34.5374126,13z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x40dc98222c892eaf:0xa19e86b185f964da!8m2!3d47.6264367!4d34.5297956!16s%2Fg%2F1229c851
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Marhanets',+Dnipropetrovsk+Oblast,+Ukraine/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x40dc90b82e417b01:0x78b2986117b57091?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiX0IHwpcP9AhXaSPEDHYLICwYQ8gF6BAhhEAE
https://t.me/mykola_lukashuk/3828
https://t.me/mykola_lukashuk/3884
https://t.me/mykola_lukashuk/3884
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9B%D1%83%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%88%D1%83%D0%BA,_%D0%9D%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B9_%D0%92%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Zolote,+Luhansk+Oblast,+Ukraine,+93294/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x40e0001de167c5ff:0xe0a9d212af7f33b0?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjH4-C7iez9AhU2QPEDHYrCBuQQ8gF6BAgVEAI
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/LZdK98Dsf2KYkhGz6
https://goo.gl/maps/UaoKg5J8np6RPLqP7
https://goo.gl/maps/uRAE9yXw1XxPiodf8
https://goo.gl/maps/XJCdKrVDWETfH4659
https://goo.gl/maps/KRDsJ8iq1NTRTfn48
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Zaporizhzhia oblast came under punishing attacks 
during the reporting period. On 9 March, S-300 
missile strikes resulted in the disconnection of 
the occupied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 
(ZNPP) from electricity for 11 hours. No civilian 
casualties were reported between 9–21 March, 
despite daily shelling.

respondents displaced to Zaporizhzhia city gave 
positive assessments of humanitarian aid, which 
contrasted with accounts from native Zapor-
izhzhians mentioned in past Situation reports. 
a civil servant in her 30s from Melitopol reported 
that the right here distribution hub for displaced 
Melitopolians serves the largest number of IDPs, 
with many visiting daily to pick up food and other 
necessities. however, all surveyed criticized local 
authorities and characterized the city as unpre-
pared for the flow of people from occupied terri-
tories, even as they noted that street lights and 
trolleybus service have returned.

although travel between government-controlled 
and occupied Zaporizhzhia remains closed, 
sources said that many plan to leave occupied ter-
ritory unless it is liberated during the anticipated 
Ukrainian counteroffensive. a displaced school 
principal in his 40s from Melitopol said that many 
of his acquaintances planned to depart via crimea, 
barring liberation in the spring.

In occupied Zaporizhzhia, a Melitopol woman 
characterized life for pro-Ukrainian residents 
as “a horror that cannot be described in words.” 
She spoke of an unyielding barrage of russian 
news broadcasts that locals increasingly believe, 
emphasizing that Melitopol will be part of russia 
forever. Indeed, de facto authorities are increas-
ing efforts to ‘integrate’ Melitopol into russia: 
locals face growing pressure to accept russian 
passports, while the city was declared the region-
al capital on 3 March. residents were described 
as split between those who wanted the “russian 
world,” and those who had remained to care for 
elderly relatives. The woman explained how her 
fear that neighbors could report her to the de-fac-
to authorities had impacted her psyche:

You have to limit your contacts. […] There’s con-
stant fear and economic hardship that is killing 
people morally, and unfortunately, physically. 
[The occupation regime is] killing us; there’s a 
genocide in every aspect of our city.

Sources described a deteriorating economic sit-
uation in occupied Zaporizhzhia as prices soar, 
goods remain in shortage, and the provision of 
utilities remains unstable. The aforementioned 
Melitopol woman noted that doctors are forced 
to use substandard medical supplies and are reg-
ularly pressured to treat russian troops, whose 
presence in the city has grown. 
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https://telegraf.com.ua/ukraina/2023-03-09/5782210-nich-raketnogo-obstrilu-po-ukraini-progrimili-desyatki-vibukhiv-e-priloti-podrobitsi-i-foto
https://telegraf.com.ua/ukraina/2023-03-09/5782210-nich-raketnogo-obstrilu-po-ukraini-progrimili-desyatki-vibukhiv-e-priloti-podrobitsi-i-foto
https://strana.today/news/427560-zaporozhskaja-aes-polnostju-obestochena-podtverdili-v-rossii.html
https://goo.gl/maps/ZJeyeF6TBgQPmdYR8
https://goo.gl/maps/ZJeyeF6TBgQPmdYR8
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/update-150-iaea-director-general-statement-on-situation-in-ukraine
https://leftbankanalytics.org/home/?category=5
https://ria-m.tv/news/299235/90_dney_rabotyi_vidkritiy_prostir_dopomogi_same_tut.html
https://ria-m.tv/news/299235/90_dney_rabotyi_vidkritiy_prostir_dopomogi_same_tut.html
http://1news.zp.ua/ru/s-segodnyashnego-dnya-v-zaporozhe-budut-vklyuchat-ulichnoe-osveshhenie/
https://zp.vgorode.ua/news/transport_y_ynfrastruktura/a1234624-v-zaporozhe-vosstanavlivajut-rabotu-bolshinstva-tramvaev-i-trollejbusov
https://hromadske.ua/ru/posts/okkupanty-zakryli-koridor-zhizni-v-vasilevke-zaporozhskaya-ova
https://t.me/zoda_gov_ua/17504
https://lenta.ru/news/2023/03/03/stolica/
https://lenta.ru/news/2023/03/03/stolica/
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/WD1Uc8pZTBB9s29Q9
https://goo.gl/maps/94H4hjZ35NwKSSQT8
https://goo.gl/maps/Sh7p9S5Lj93yRMUp9
https://goo.gl/maps/7TWniHMThDYNaPKH7
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Between 9–21 March, russian attacks reportedly 
killed 12 civilians in Ukrainian-controlled areas, 
and caused extensive damage to public trans-
port infrastructure, medical facilities, and homes. 
across the Dnipro river, members of the occupa-
tion administration in Nova Kakhovka fell victim to 
apparent partisan attacks. The atesh movement 
took credit for an attempt to assassinate the dep-
uty head of the city’s de facto administration on 
13 March, while unidentified persons killed a local 
police commander with a car bomb on 17 March. 

as in previous reporting periods, respondents 
in Kherson city voiced exasperation with local 
authorities, a feeling they suggested was com-
pounded by increasing despair at the security 
situation. They expressed particular dissatisfac-
tion with the medical system, which a disabled 
respondent described as “functioning only nom-
inally,” and with the pace of repairs to housing. 
another admitted that when it came to civilian 
evacuations, “they are doing something, after all.” 
however, she continued: 

During the occupation, if people asked those 
monsters for something, there was a reaction 
— and a very quick one! But now it’s impossible 
to even get an appointment with our [officials]. 

[…] I hope you aren’t lying to me about this in-
terview being anonymous, because I’m certain 
I could lose my job. (Woman, Kherson city) 

as in the previous reporting period, respondents 
in Kherson city said that incoming fire often made 
basic errands impossible. however, respondents 
in the quieter, southern portion of the occupied 
areas characterized occasional Ukrainian strikes 
as an unpleasant inconvenience — or as a mo-
rale booster, depending on their political lean-
ings. Interviewees characterized the public there 
as divided between those desperately waiting for 
liberation, and those who have accepted the oc-
cupation either reluctantly or enthusiastically. One 
young man spoke disparagingly of russian state 
symbols and repressive tactics, but also called for 
compromise between the warring sides:  

[The occupiers] don’t give out aid — here it’s 
different. Either you get a passport with a chick-
en on it [a reference to the double-headed ea-
gle on the Russian passport], or you sit there 
with no money. I’m leeching off my granny at 
the moment; I’ve become her personal slave in 
the garden and greenhouses. […] Granny gets a 
Russian pension … I don’t know if we’d be able 
to eat properly if not for those 10,000 roobs [ru-
bles]. […] If the Ukrainians stopped whacking 
us, then everything would be super. […] They 
all need to just negotiate about everything al-
ready and start rebuilding everything they’ve 
smashed up. 

A u t o n o m o u s
R e p u b l i c

o f  C r i m e a

D n i p r o p e t r o v s k
O b l a s t

Z a p o r i z h z h i a
O b l a s t

M y k o l a i v  O b l a s t

K h e r s o n  O b l a s t

MYKOLAIV

KHERSON

Melitopol

Zaporizhzhya
Nuclear Plant
(Enerhodar)

Vasylivka
Checkpoint

Kamyanske
Checkpoint

Black Sea
Sea of A

zo
v

20 40 km0

ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLLED TERRITORY

CLAIMED UKRAINIAN CONTROL

ASSESSED RUSSIAN ADVANCES

CLAIMED RUSSIAN CONTROL

KHERSON OBLAST

POPULaTION: 1,001,598 
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https://t.me/khersonskaODA
https://t.me/atesh_ua/537
https://t.me/bazabazon/16333
https://t.me/infocentrskrf/9223
https://goo.gl/maps/kpdf78zrTJ4CbckM7
https://goo.gl/maps/YZoz5LBDkSChfWrd6
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The areas surrounding Ochakiv and Kutsurub 
remain the most frequent targets of strikes in 
Mykolaiv oblast. Despite attacks in major popula-
tion centers such as Mykolaiv city remaining rare, 
several respondents expressed trepidation at the 
possibility of the west losing interest in arming 
Ukraine, and of russia gaining the upper hand.

respondents reported significant social tensions 
with frequent verbal altercations between strang-
ers, street fights, and domestic violence. Public 
transport and lines for humanitarian aid were char-
acterized as particularly volatile spaces, with the 
latter also being home to “linguistic provocateurs” 
who start altercations on the basis of language. In 
terms of threats to social cohesion on a national 
scale, several respondents described the con-
duct of mobilization as “unfair,” arguing that men 
in Mykolaiv were being conscripted more actively 
than elsewhere. 

In some cities, like ours, they’re digging up our 
sick men, and in others they don’t even touch 
the young and healthy. (Woman, 60s, Mykolaiv)

respondents also worried about the return of 
traumatized ex-prisoners of war:

So many people are returning from captivity 
with … forms of bodily abuse. Of course, we’re 
thankful that they’re alive. But at what price? 
Their trauma and anger will spread to the local 
population. (Man, 40s, Mykolaiv)

research participants across Mykolaiv oblast 
continue to report stable access to electricity, 
internet, and heating. Key informants stated that 
heating providers responded leniently to those 
unable to make payments; local authorities esti-
mate that locals are currently indebted for heat-
ing to the tune of over 365,000 hryvnias (approxi-
mately 10 million USD). Substandard water supply 
and access to medical care remain sore points. 
In particular, respondents complained of a lack of 
doctors and ambulances and the unavailability of 
on-demand tests at private medical clinics. 

a general sense of distrust colored respondents’ 
views of the local authorities. corruption was per-
ceived as widespread and only perfunctorily ad-
dressed. Per one elderly female respondent, the 
local authorities used Mykolaiv residents’ “un-
breakable” spirit as an excuse for failing to ad-
dress practical issues.

respondents seem content, however, with author-
ities’ concerted efforts to bring suspected collab-
orators to justice. Indeed, according to regional 
military administration head Vitalii Kim, Mykolaiv 
region is a leader in dealing with cases of treason 
and collaboration. 
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https://goo.gl/maps/mv12RGL2vZWmkx9c9
https://goo.gl/maps/YaQ3Xsg9E8t16gUq7
https://t.me/mykolaivskaODA/4590
https://t.me/mykolaivrada/7705
https://t.me/mykolaivskaODA
https://zn.ua/eng/mykolaiv-regional-military-administration-head-vitalii-kim-people-refuse-to-leave-under-shelling-and-it-is-very-difficult-to-relocate-families.html
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/LA3eGc8P3fgWokYh6
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-mykolayiv-obstrili-senkevych/31911643.html?fbclid=IwAR2trXw_eKhzEEPeMQbbP8auGDCTNaP9YcIzFyNbm5hiS0gVsoKPcOnIGhE
https://goo.gl/maps/qhBwX47wP9tbWTbK9
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almost a month of relative calm came to an end 
on 9 March when Odesa oblast was shelled over-
night, part of an 81-missile barrage launched by 
russia across the country. No casualties were re-
ported, but electricity was turned off overnight 
as a preventive measure. a research participant 
characterized the attack as the worst event of the 
reporting period in the region.

Political upheaval continued with President Zel-
enskyy’s dismissal of Odesa regional adminis-
tration (ODa) chairman Maksym Marchenko on 
15 March. The move was made in conjunction with 
the removal of ODa heads in Luhansk and Khmel-
nytskyi and marks the second time the region’s 
ODa chairman has been removed since the start 
of the full-scale invasion. While no official explana-
tion was provided for the move, anatolii Boyko of 
the Odesa branch of the committee of Voters of 
Ukraine (cVU) speculated that it was tied to the 6 
March arrest of Odesa ODa deputy chairman Ihor 
Tkachuk on rumors of corruption and the 5 Jan ar-
rest of former Odesa ODa deputy chairman Oleh 
Muratov on bribery charges. Local sources offered 
limited insight about local authorities in interviews 
that took place prior to the announcement of 
Marchenko’s removal from his post.

amid the 18 March announcement that the Black 
Sea Grain Initiative would be extended for at least 
60 days, respondents expressed concern about 
the region’s economic prospects. research par-
ticipants spoke of tightening budgets as savings 
run low and prices continue to rise. a man in his 
50s from Podilsk said that a dire lack of jobs in 
small cities has led to out-migration:

There are very few vacancies, there’s practical-
ly nowhere to work. People are getting poorer 
every day and the situation is already critical, 
especially in small towns. In our surrounding 
settlements, everything is closed.

Still, as Odesa continued to see a steady inflow 
of IDPs, new arrivals expressed optimism about 
the local economy. a logistician in his 50s recent-
ly displaced from Kharkiv oblast to Odesa noted 
that he hoped to find work at one of the port city’s 
many logistics firms. he offered a positive assess-
ment of humanitarian aid, a view shared by most 
local respondents. Local sources also spoke of 
ongoing mobilization efforts, and a pensioner in 
her 60s noted a large number of injured soldiers in 
hospitals. The aforementioned man from Podilsk 
added, “You basically don’t see any men on the 
streets, everyone is probably waiting out [con-
scription] at home.”
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https://on.od.ua/2023/03/09/okkupanty-nochyu-nanesli-raketnye-udary-po-odesse-224538/
https://on.od.ua/2023/03/09/okkupanty-nochyu-nanesli-raketnye-udary-po-odesse-224538/
https://on.od.ua/2023/03/09/v-odesse-primeneno-ekstrennoe-otklyuchenie-sveta-224545/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2023/03/15/7393567/
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9C%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%BE,_%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BC_%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ru.slovoidilo.ua/2023/03/15/infografika/politika/kak-zelenskij-menyaet-glav-oblastnyx-administracij-vremya-polnomasshtabnoj-vojny
https://strana.news/news/428312-pochemu-v-ukraine-nachalas-novaja-volna-uvolnenij-hlav-ova.html
https://t.me/odeskaODA/1234
https://oda.od.gov.ua/en/oda/management/tkachuk-igor-mykolajovych/
https://oda.od.gov.ua/en/oda/management/tkachuk-igor-mykolajovych/
https://24tv.ua/ru/sud-arestoval-zamestitelja-glavy-odesskoj-ova-olega-muratova-24-kanal_n2231635
https://24tv.ua/ru/sud-arestoval-zamestitelja-glavy-odesskoj-ova-olega-muratova-24-kanal_n2231635
https://www.ft.com/content/4dcc5a5e-d051-4a51-8a9e-348a3bb2c59c
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Podilsk,+Odessa+Oblast,+Ukraine,+66300/@47.3317321,29.1977192,7.56z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x40cc201ed6ccf087:0x29f64c6efb9df813!8m2!3d47.7585809!4d29.5339155!16zL20vMGd0MnMy
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/Xy7QaSkLQWLGCPg99
https://goo.gl/maps/t1JX2TFTBZQaBdpp9
https://goo.gl/maps/8ZmYsCL7AMR6T3gX9
https://goo.gl/maps/LLRwG8muDruLusNp6


C
R

IT
IC

A
L

 A
R

E
A

S
 S

IT
U

A
T

IO
N

 R
E

P
O

R
T

  
2

3
 M

a
r

c
h

 2
0

2
3

Lines of control 20 March

Source: OCHA Ukraine

ASSESSED RUSSIAN CONTROLLED TERRITORY

cLaIMED UKraINIaN cONTrOL

aSSESSED rUSSIaN aDVaNcES

cLaIMED rUSSIaN cONTrOL

The security situation in Kharkiv oblast dete-
riorated slightly during the reporting period. In 
the oblast’s northeast, russian forces appeared 
to advance by several kilometers through rural 
areas south of Dvorichna between 11–14 March. 
Occupying forces may now be well under 10 km 
from the outskirts of the town of Kupyansk, per 
Ukrainian open sources, as efforts to evacuate 
civilians from Kupyansk hromada continue. Var-
ious settlements along the russian lines of attack 
in Kupyansk district came under regular fire, in-
cluding Dvorichna, Velykyi Burluk, hryanykivka, 
and Kolodyazne, where a civilian was killed on 
14 March. Border settlements of Kharkiv district 
were also hit, as was Vovchansk, where a strike 
that appeared to target a fire station took the life 
of a civilian on 14 March. On 15 March, oblast au-
thorities reported that an educational facility in 
Kharkiv city was damaged by an S-300 strike. 

respondents in Kharkiv city voiced a range of 
outlooks concerning the impact of the security sit-
uation on the public mood — from optimism that 
the city would continue to rebound from the dark, 
dangerous winter as the weather warmed, to fear 
that the 15 March attack heralded the return of the 
era of regular strikes and power outages. In Lo-
zova, meanwhile, a woman in her 20s expressed 

trepidation over the escalation in the northeast of 
the oblast: “There are rumors that the russians 
might go for Kupyansk again, and that’s worrying.” 

On the plus side, oblast governor Oleh Synyehu-
bov said in an 18 March media appearance that 
“absolutely all children” have been evacuated 
from areas near “the very frontline.” Zhytomyr city, 
he reported, is ready to host 500 families with 
children from the Kupyansk area free of charge, al-
though he admitted that many IDPs prefer to stay 
within the oblast, necessitating the preparation of 
free “temporary accommodations” in Kharkiv city. 

In the same interview, Synyehubov addressed the 
upcoming sowing season, claiming that 20 per-
cent more land in the oblast would be cultivated 
than last year. 250,000 hectares of mine-contam-
inated land could realistically be cleared in the 
near future, he added, although he did not specify 
a timeline. It should be noted that Kharkiv did not 
make the list of priority areas for demining es-
tablished by a national commission on 20 March, 
nor did neighboring Sumy and chernihiv — oth-
er oblasts where agricultural land is heavily con-
taminated. (The areas on the list are Mykolaiv and 
cherkasy.) 
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MaIN cITIES: Kharkiv 1,421,125; Lozova 53,126
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https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-13-2023
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Dvorichna,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62701/@49.8509916,37.5322593,11z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x41212960bcc401db:0xb43b501a79505838!8m2!3d49.854154!4d37.6740168!16s%2Fm%2F0rpjft5
https://goo.gl/maps/J7z71Dv9mJSrPyuv7
https://deepstatemap.live/#11/49.7431/37.6625
https://t.me/synegubov/5759
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Velykyi+Burluk,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62603/@50.0496354,37.2480585,11z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x4126daeb9d4a08b9:0x9bfcab6639c2a066!8m2!3d50.0600037!4d37.3822945!16s%2Fg%2F122g8vr_
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hryanykivka,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62701/@49.8410468,37.6924785,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x4121293cfa35e35d:0x54d3886c4ff5f30e!8m2!3d49.8424612!4d37.7086385!16s%2Fg%2F11b74pgy_f
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Kolodyazne,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62713/@50.0055834,37.1229529,9z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x4126cd22869d85c3:0x89de0c23281f58fe!8m2!3d50.0046566!4d37.686626!16s%2Fg%2F11b743j9fq
https://t.me/synegubov/5704
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Strilecha,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62411/@50.2726613,36.2098178,11z/data=!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x41264d818b406373:0xad34b1cf56e61ad6!2sStrilecha,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62411!3b1!8m2!3d50.3021119!4d36.3997064!16s%2Fg%2F11b7ct0l4m!3m5!1s0x41264d818b406373:0xad34b1cf56e61ad6!8m2!3d50.3021119!4d36.3997064!16s%2Fg%2F11b7ct0l4m
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Vovchans'k,+Kharkiv+Oblast/@50.2850435,36.9135147,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x4126cd22869d85c3:0x89de0c23281f58fe!2sKolodyazne,+Kharkiv+Oblast,+62713!3b1!8m2!3d50.0046566!4d37.686626!16s%2Fg%2F11b743j9fq!3m5!1s0x4126f0c2a341bfa5:0x16d34498bcba6acc!8m2!3d50.284234!4d36.9329429!16zL20vMGd0cGht
https://t.me/synegubov/5704
https://t.me/synegubov/5719
https://t.me/synegubov/5732
https://t.me/synegubov/5686
https://2day.kh.ua/ru/kharkow/kharkovskaya-oblast-ne-voshla-v-perechen-na-prioritetnoe-razminirovanie-selkhozzemel
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/joZ8AqvNNDByo9P27
https://goo.gl/maps/RpGXzoSigCAzUNgb8
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POPULaTION: 1,035,772 (gov’t est. 2022) 
MaIN cITIES: Sumy 256,474; Konotop 83,543; Shostka 71,966

11

Large population centers in Sumy oblast are 
largely spared from strikes, yet the rural areas sur-
rounding border villages such as Khotin, Bilopil-
lya, Shalyhyne, and Serednya-Buda continue to 
be attacked on an almost daily basis.

respondents in both rural and urban areas report-
ed stable access to basic services, such as water, 
electricity, heating, and medicine. Indeed, local 
authorities regularly publish announcements re-
garding medical access, such as mobile medical 
units, free rehabilitation assistance, and elec-
tronic prescriptions. Frequent traffic accidents 
are reported by local media, often blamed on poor 
street lighting. Nonetheless, respondents report-
ed that the crime situation in the oblast remained 
unremarkable “thanks to God,” claiming that vio-
lent incidents tended to be the result of mental 
health crises.

as per previous reports, respondents continue 
to be dissatisfied with the provision of humani-
tarian aid, categorizing it as a five on a ten-point 
scale. Some respondents from border villages re-
ported not having received aid “since almost the 
start of the war.” a man with a serious heart con-
dition from Bilopillya claimed he had not qualified 
to receive heating firewood in the winter despite 

being unable to physically cut and prepare it him-
self. respondents in the border regions report-
ed a perception that other hromadas had better 
aid provision. Dissatisfaction was also expressed 
by a member of the Territorial Defense Forces 
who claimed distribution of supplies was deter-
mined not by need, but by whether commanders 
“cared” enough: 

There are guys who are still in their own clothes. 
They can’t get the right size for them, even 
though we’ve asked many times for their uni-
forms to be sewed, to no avail. We even asked 
volunteers, but got no reply. But the neighbor-
ing battalion were given shoes from abroad by 
volunteers. (Man, 50s, Baranivka)

Perceptions of unfair aid distribution could even 
lead to political consequences:

It turned out some boxes of humanitarian aid 
had been sitting in our boss’s clubhouse. They 
were discovered totally by accident. In order 
to avoid going to prison, he signed up to serve 
in the military. You know how things are in the 
village, people like to take their swipes. (Man, 
60s, harbuzivka) 

https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/PwQAsJeFTDW2iKUT7
https://goo.gl/maps/4R315FaD9xtq5vYu7
https://goo.gl/maps/FHCf7HgoaqrZhzKn8
https://goo.gl/maps/f3NeFzAasPaJE2GJ7
https://goo.gl/maps/iGv99bkwCtSa81ic8
https://goo.gl/maps/iGv99bkwCtSa81ic8
https://goo.gl/maps/6XXdTqKY1EacoFj56
https://goo.gl/maps/XrLyAiwzssMZ9CGT9
https://t.me/Sumy_news_ODA/14916
https://t.me/sumypost/17599
https://t.me/sumypost/17599
https://www.facebook.com/sumska.oda/posts/pfbid02Z4kQKAht8oUoUpzEh7QivgqTw7fi25A5s5VjZTaWTQ1j67hstdY2WjtQgPxn3kTxl
https://www.facebook.com/sumska.oda/posts/pfbid02d59aMgRPYW1ZLvBUhXCDcVo48P8bsAcQUMog9ytWLeZdybZkTmcJtgUkiWmhRcAgl
https://www.facebook.com/sumska.oda/posts/pfbid02d59aMgRPYW1ZLvBUhXCDcVo48P8bsAcQUMog9ytWLeZdybZkTmcJtgUkiWmhRcAgl
https://t.me/sumypost/17825
https://t.me/sumypost/17825
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Baranivka,+Sumy+Oblast,+41410/@51.9213769,34.0451948,11z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x412c732d365c0235:0xf8de72da15edff1f!8m2!3d51.9210723!4d34.1876525!16s%2Fg%2F11x1nz904
https://goo.gl/maps/rvUNsTcSN28Zuupw7
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attacks on chernihiv oblast subsided during the 
reporting period, although the region was target-
ed during the russian missile barrage launched 
on 9 March. Ukrainian defense forces shot down 
a cruise missile over the Prylutskyi district, with 
no casualties or damages reported by authorities.

a growing number of returnees was reported 
alongside what sources characterized as stable 
and improving utility provision; on 28 Feb, street 
lights in chernihiv city were turned on for the first 
time since attacks on energy infrastructure com-
menced in October. respondents also reported 
an influx of IDPs from other front-line regions to 
chernihiv oblast, including from Donetsk, Kher-
son, and Kharkiv oblasts. The chernihiv regional 
administration estimated that the region’s popu-
lation had reached up to 95% of its pre-24 Feb 
2022 numbers, based on data collected from mo-
bile telephone operators.

Local sources offered mixed assessments of re-
construction efforts across the region, which was 
heavily damaged during the opening months of 
the full-scale invasion. a teacher in her 20s stated 
that “what can be rebuilt has been rebuilt,” noting 
that winterization of damaged residential units was 
prioritized while the damaged chernihiv Stadium 

remained untouched. Multiple respondents de-
scribed the housing market as dead, and a sales 
associate in her 30s noted that she hadn’t seen 
any new construction in chernihiv city. a pension-
er in his 60s added that finding an apartment is an 
“absolute nightmare.” according to a Feb 2023 re-
port by the United Nations high commissioner for 
refugees, the condition of housing has a strong 
effect on whether displaced Ukrainians hope to 
move back to their places of origin, explaining in 
part why many hesitate to return even to areas like 
chernihiv city that no longer experience active 
fighting and were retaken months ago.

respondents observed a renewed vigor to mobi-
lization efforts in the region; the aforementioned 
pensioner stated that it is “basically impossible to 
leave the city without receiving a conscription no-
tice” and that his neighbor “leaves for work earlier 
and tries to avoid stopping anywhere during the 
evening.” a saleswoman in her 50s noted the ris-
ing number of injured men and military funerals in 
the region. Mobilization has created labor short-
ages, according to local sources, especially prev-
alent at factories and farms. Even so, respondents 
had mixed feelings about the region’s economic 
prospects; while one research participant spoke 
jubilantly about new small business openings 
like stores and coffee shops, another expressed 
pessimism and said growth was limited to the 
service sector.
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MaIN cITIES: chernihiv (282,747); Nizhyn 65,830
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https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-updates-russia-renews-major-missile-attacks/a-64926616
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-updates-russia-renews-major-missile-attacks/a-64926616
https://www.rbc.ua/ukr/news/sili-oboroni-zbili-raketu-rayoni-priluk-chernigivskoyi-1678350857.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pryluts'kyi+district,+Chernihiv+Oblast,+Ukraine/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x40d594ef58561423:0x1ce0ddcdec92b8a8?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjprZnk_-r9AhWxbvEDHWugDgoQ8gF6BAhlEAE
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pryluts'kyi+district,+Chernihiv+Oblast,+Ukraine/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x40d594ef58561423:0x1ce0ddcdec92b8a8?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjprZnk_-r9AhWxbvEDHWugDgoQ8gF6BAhlEAE
https://strana.today/news/426582-kohda-v-chernihove-vkljuchat-svet-na-ulitsakh-28-fevralja-2023-hoda.html
https://suspilne.media/413517-skilki-ludej-nini-prozivae-v-cernigovi-j-oblasti-ta-ak-zminuvalas-demografia-protagom-roku-sirokoi-vijni/
https://fakty.com.ua/ru/ukraine/20220311-u-chernigovi-vnaslidok-obstrilu-vijsk-rf-zrujnovano-stadion-im-gagarina/
https://www.unhcr.org/ua/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2023/02/ukraine_intention_report3.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/ua/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2023/02/ukraine_intention_report3.pdf
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2022/zb/05/zb_%D0%A1huselnist.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/MdtvURpJ5EzUSnqP7
https://goo.gl/maps/ZqTcmsGNmcGFFQVK6


The content compiled and presented by Left Bank analytics (LBa) is 
by no means exhaustive and does not reflect LBa’s formal position, 
political or otherwise, on the aforementioned topics. LBa is a 
project of cOar Global. The information, assessments, and analysis 
provided by LBa are only to inform humanitarian, stabilization, and 
development programs and policy.

© 2023 cOar Global LTD. all rights reserved.

contact: stuart@leftbankanalytics.org


